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24 June 1946 


(The Commission Convened at 1015 Hours.) 


COMMI SS IONER: 


Capt. Joseph Tubridy 


O. K . W. 


LT. GENERAL HANS REINHARDT, a witness, took the stand an d testified as 
follows: 


DIRECT EXAMINATION -- RESUMED 


BY DR. LATERNSER: 

Q General, 1 would like to ask you some questions concerning the Partisan 
warfare. Police General Von Dem Bach named you as one of the men who cooperated 
in this anti-partisan warfare. 

A There was no cooperation by General of the rolice Von Dem Bach, so far as 
this bandit warfare is concerned. However, 1 had quite a bit to do with the anti- 
partisan warfare within my territory. 

Q When did these battles start? 

A  Ihad nothing to do unti] 1942 with larger bandit warfare. Only in 1942 
when my Army sector was in X Jassmar did my bandit warfare increase. in this sector 
the relation with the civilian population was good. There were battles going on in 


Jassmar, but not with the bandits, Rather, they were vith the Russian Cavalry Corps 
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Pielov that was still fighting in this vicinity. I did not participate in these 
battles. 

Then, in the summer of 1942, there were larger bandit and partisan warfare 
in the rear of my army sector. That was between Dorogobush and Dnjeper. I did not 
have any troops to combat these partisans, mum and they were then combated by 
یت‎ units. 

in January, 1943, when L took over the aret northeast of the Vitebsk, I took 
over an area that was completely filled with partisans. Larger battles had already 
taken place in these areas. One of the main reasons why there was such a large ex- 
tent of partisan warfare was that at the time 1 arrived there, there was still some 
connection between these partisans and the Russian units through the front lines, 
especially through the swamp forests, which was excellent fighting territory for kix 
these partisans. In these swamp forests there were frozen lakes, and the Russians 
used these lakes to land planes which were in constant liaison with the Russian 
units. 

« Did you have to participate in many anti-partisan actions? 

À I had to carry out many anti-partisan actions because the pressure of these 
partisans upon us was very great. Not & night passed when some bridges were not 
blown up; that hundreds of telephone posts and wires were destroyed; even the under— 
ground cable structures were continually maimed. I personally was wounded on such 
a night. There was a great extent of destruction to railroads -- up to hundreds 
during the course of one night. There were attacks on line troop concentrations 
which were being moved, and attacks on entire villages. There were attacks on the 
peace loving population, as well as murder against this population; the burning 


down of their homes; the burning dovn of their reserves, their food; the robbing 


of all their supplies, and there were entire areas which were totally under the control 
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of partisan groups which consisted of thousands of people. They were in canplete 
control of all these areas and these partisans fought, against all international 
rights, without any uniform clothing, without any uniform insignia, and in the most 
brutal manner under the direction of these bandit orders which x eventually fell 
into our hands. The losses we had were great, and among these losses was the red 
cross, medical companies, and medical trucks which were not spared from these 
Russians. 

Q You spoke of the methods of fighting of these partisans. Can you give us 
some details, any special cruelties used by these partisans? 

A I have to state that the bandit partisans obeyed their orders very well. 

They fought with the order: Treachery and Brutality. We had many cases of bestiality 
and brutality against German soldiers mxmkx who fell into the hands of these partisans 

Q Mnd what were these bestialities? 

A  Mutilations of all sorts. Soldiers were found with their eyes mmk cut out, 
their private organs cut off, and various other things. And the partisan fought to 
the last in this valiant battle. Usually, mmkgx we were only able to overcome them 
in close combat, It very often happened that he committed suicide or took the 
hand grenade which he carried on himself and blew himself and the German soldier 
who wanted to arrest him to bits. 

Q You mentioned in your statements that there were Russian orders for these 
partisans. Did you see or hear of these orders personally, or has one of your men 
told you about them? 

A Iam sorry that this order is not here. I personally saw it and read it. 


1n these orders it stated, among other things, that women and children were also 


to be used in this warfare, at least for reconnaissance duty, and that's wht they 


did. 
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also 
Q Was this anti-partisan warfare/carried out harshly by your troops? Above 
all, were these battles carried out to exterminate Jews and the Slavic population? 
A The bandit werfare was hard on both sides. However, L want to state right 


here that neither I or any of my commanders ever ordered any partisan or anti-partisan 


warfare fork the extermination of the vews or any Slavic population. We fought 


against these partisans through need and for our own security when we had to fight 
against them, 

Q In other words, they were purely military reasons? 

A Purely military reasons in order to remove the pressure which was upon us 
all the time.. 

Q You previously stated the result of this partisan warfare. Can you give us 
a more complete statement as to the result of this bandit or partisan warfare? 

A What do you mean by this question? 

Q You stated previously the actions of these bandits, for instance, the blasting 
of railroads, the mxxxw cruelties against soldiers and eivilians, and so on. Could 
you give us some examples as to the German supply lines which were endangered by any 
means? 

A I had a sector which could not be supplied at all by the two roads leading 
directly up to the front. Also, behind the front lines, as I stated already,there 
were two large areas which were in camplete control of these partisans. We knew, 
or heard,through intereeption of radio messages, that russian paratroops and air- 
borne troops were supposed to land in these sectors in x cooperation with these 
Russian sectors. L was therefore forced to carry out large scale operations 80 
against these two areas. There were several divisions involved and 4 personally 


The areas 
gave the order for this operation.  fiixxxr*ex especially involved were Vitebsk and 


Polotzk. l f 
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Q The Prosecution has presented a document which is an affidavit by General 
Haeussinger, No. 20, USA Exhibit faxi 564. General Haeussinger says in this 
one statement, paragraph 4, page 2, and I quote: 

"It was always my personal opinion that the treatment of the civilian popu- 
lation in the operational area and the methods of the anti-partisan warfare in the 
operational area gave the kkxixxwik highest military leaders a welcome opportunity 
to carry out their goals which is the systematic reduction of the Slavs and the 
Jews," 

I want to ask you, in connection with this one statement, whether or not 
it was a welcome opportunity for the highest military leaders in their goal to 
reduce Slavs and Jews? You should know, since you were in command of an army group. 

A TI don't undesstand this statement of General Haeussinger. It was our policy 
to live in good relations with the civilien population, and every partisan behind 


the fron& was a pressure ppon us. Our front sectors did not have enough forces: 


and, 1 am sorry to say, we had to use troops which we could not spare from our front 


lines for these rear actions. 1 do not see what interest we should have had in the 


destruction of the Slavs or the Jews. 


Q You knev of the order that no prisoners whatsoever were to be taken during 
these anti-partisan battles with the exception ^ Jews, agents and commissars, and 
that between 50 anc 100 bandit partisans were to be shot for every German soldier 
killed. 

A I do remember such orders, however I do not remember any orders saying that 
we were supposed to kill 50 to 100 partisans for every German killed. 

Q You stated that you remember such orders. "hat kind of orders? 

A If l remember mxxxmxkyy correctly, there was one which stated that we were 
to treat these partisans extremely harshly, and to take no prisoners, but 1 cannot Lam 
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kox be sure about that. Mnyhow, orders like that did not influence me in the 
least, because we were mostly interested in the fact that discipline of the troops 
be guarded. in other words, if such orders came to me, L am sure that 1 did not 
carry them out or pass them on, 

Q Do you remember for certain that you received an order saying that no 
prisoners were to be taken in this partisan warfare? 

A I read all those orders which were in the files, but L do not know whether 
or not they were actually sent to me. May 1 add samething else to this phase of 
the questioning? 

Q Yes. 

A I already stated thet within my army iemer the discipline of the troops 
was the main point’ 1 very often ordered that soldierly conduct be carried out 
against these partisans. Wherever these orders were violated and I heard about it, 

very often 

I had these men punished severely. My soldiers/did not understand these orders 
because within them lived a spirit of revenge against the bestiality which had been 
carried out against their comrades. 

in addition to that, the large number of prisoners that we tooké, during 
our partisan warfare proves that we did not kill everybody. During peaceful times, 
and especially during the large scale anti-partisan warfare, we carried out propaganda 
activities in these areas in order to get the civilian population on our side, ‘this 
propaganda was more or less carried out through leaflets which were scattered by 
planes, and also by agents, and the results were very good, 

Q | General of the rolice Von Dem Bach stated that there was a very large scale 
of confusion due to the fact that there were not sufficient orders and that due to 


this lack of orders, a great amount of civilian population was killed. Were there 


the same difiiculties in your area of anti-partisan warfare? / 
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A No, in 1942 we received the orders from the O.K.H. concerning the anti- 
partisan warfare, and that was sufficient for us. In these orders we were told 
how to fight against these partisans, and if people who were not connected with 
them were killed during these battles, then it was not the fault of those who 
fought against these attacks, but the fault of the people who organized this bandit 
warfare. 

In addition to that, the continued bombing attacks againsó Russian villages 
caused large civilian casualties, and 1 do not even want to talka about the German 
gauak casulaties. 

Q Who, in your area, was generally considered a partisan? 

A We considered the partisan a person who was found with a weapon or a persm 
that was found carrying out an act of sabotage. However, I want to make a statement 
that the fact that a person did not carry a weapon did not prove that he was not a 
partisan, because if I remember correctly, in this partisan تفت‎ eoe veo qme 
in case of danger, their weapons were supposed to be hidden or thrown away. 

Q The Prosecution states that the civilian population was treated harshly 
and cruelly during the ation in Pleakau. In order to prevent partisan activities, 
it was forbidden for civilians to go across any kind of railroads or railroad 
ties, to walk across fields and to go on the streets during darkness or after 
sundown. All xdmkxkimmsopaeÉ violations of these orders were khrmakkene threatened 
by death. How did you guard the railroads in your areas? 

A We guarded the railroads exactly as these orders stated, otherwise there 
was no possible way of safeguarding the railroads. The person-^tho best can judge 
that is the person who lived trhough the many attacks that we had on our railroads 
and bridges. In addition to that, after the end of the war, there was an order 


in the town that I was living, an American order, which stated that any person ۴ 
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found on the streets after sundown was threatened with death. 


Q Were these sector forces for the railroads strong? 
A These sector forces for our railroads were so weak that they, by themselves, 
could hardly do anything, and orders like this had to be given out in order to 
give us at least half-way security. If such an order is supposed to be against 
humanity, then 1 do not know what we are supposed to have done in this military 
crisis. 
Q Orders like this, in other words, are vitally important from a military 
point of view? 
A Yes, these orders were absolutely necessary and 1 believe that they are not 
against the rights or the rules of warfare. 
MR. CONWAY: I would like to have the witness state what he means by "orders 
like thia". Would you have him clarify what he means by "orders like this"? 
DR. LATERNSER: He means the measures which I mentioned just now in these 


last questions. ۳ 


ote? 4 t a 


CAPT. TUBRIDY: We would like to have the witness state what he means, mee 


LI 


the. defense—coumsei, 
WITNESS: My statements are concerned with the order which was gx given out 

near Pleskau. 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 

Q Now, a few questions concerning the commissar order. Did you know of the 
comnissar order? 

A Yes, I knew of it. 

Q In what way and when did you receive knowledge of these orders? In what 


position were you at the time that you received these orders? 
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I was not, at that time, a member of the army group, but Commanding General of the 
4ist Armored Corps. 

Q Did you receive this order in written form? 

A Yes, I had a written copy of it -- a printed copy. 

Q What was your personal opinion concerning this order? 

A I did not agree with this order. In a conference in Allenstein, I stated to 
General Hoeppner, the leader of my armored group, my ideas against such an order. 
I believe that General Von Mannstein, who was in charge of the other armored corps% 
in that group, made the same objection. General Hoeppner agreed wth us and he stated 
that he would protest against such an order. 

Q What was the result of this protest of General Hoeppner? 

A It was without any result. The protest was turned down. 

Q What did you do when this protest was refused or turned down? 

A The two commanding generals of my armored corps, that is و‎ the two division 


generals, had also recived this commissar order directly. They were of the same 


opinion as I. During a conversation with these two division commanding generals, 


I ordered that this order was not to be carried out, and that is what actually 
happened. 
Q Do you remember who these two commanding generals were? 
A One was the General of the Armored Troops, Kirchner, at that time Commander 
in Chief of the lst Armored Division, and the other was General Landgraf, Commander 
in Chief of the 6th Armored Division. He is mk dead now, 
Q Did this commissar order have any importance later on? 
A No, not in my section, I believe that the whole thingx was very soon forgotten. 


Q General, did you, as Commanding General, speak with other Commanders in Chief 


q 


at that time concerning thispxx particular order? 
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A I cannot renember. 
Q And now, a feq questions concerning destruction. 

Did you, during your advance in 1941, see large destruction within the 
country? In order that this question be clarified, I am spesking about the Eastern 
campaign. 

A Yes, Imet a lot of destruction on a very large scale, and I am talking about 
destruction which was carried out purposely by the Russians, according to the order 


li / 


which was to leave a scorched earth. 
Q Can you give us any specific examples concerning this destruction? 
A  Destroyed were all larger bridges, larger railroad and street bridges; destroye| 


were all railroad facilities, stations, watering points for locomotives, and all 


A 
switges; destroyed or taken away were all factories and industrial establishments. 


In addition to this, shelters were burned to a very large extent. I heard of one 
example, for instance -- I personally did not participate in this action, however 
I heard it from one of the Commanding Generals who participated in that battle as 
an Adjutant and he told me about it -- during the occupation of Vitebsk, there were 
young cammandos burning down the city, and to the very big surprise of the troops, 
the older people of the city were against this burning down. 

WR. CONWAY: Don't you think this is a bit far afield? I don't see the. 
point of this. 

CAPT, TUBRIDY: I raised ‘the same point the other day. The reason is that 
&he German forces are accused of demolishing buildings and their reason is that 
they were being demolished by the, scorched ناکم‎ poltey ef the Russians. 
BY DR. LATERNSER: | 


Q Do you know any examples from Jakobstadt, Kalini and Pleskau? 
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A I personally went through Jakobstadt and Pleskau during the attack with my 


armored corps, and found both towns in flames, as well as Kalini. 

Q Were these tovns fired by artillery or could it only have been that they 
started to burn through the systematic setting of fires? 

A Iam convinced that they were set afire. 

Q How about the reserve stocks of the country? 

A All reserves and stocks were either taken away before we came or they 
were destroyed to a very larg8 extent. 

Q What can you tell me concerning the destruction which the German troops are 
being accused of in the Russian indictment? 


A Part of this destruction, as 1 hawe already stated, was the work of the 


Russians themselves during their retreat. In addition to that, large numbers of 


Russian shelters and homes were burned down, either during the campaign or after- 
wards during Russian bombing attacks. I want to state, in this connection, in one 
town only one home was burning and when they left the entir& village went up in 
flames. 

Q Did you live through any Russian air attacks in Klien? 

A I lived through very many bombing attacks of the Russians in Klien ahd 
Viassma, the vicinity 2 which I had my staff headquarters for a while. 

Q  Andduring these bombing attacks, very large destruction was caused in these 
villages and towns? 

A In these bonbing attacks, large sections of houses were destroyed, and there 
were a large number of mxxwixtimx casualties among our own troops and the civilian 


popul&z ion. 
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Q In Vitebsk, با‎ churches were supposed to be destroyed by German soldiers and 
one was supposed to have been demolished. is that correct? 

A I know Vitebsk quite well, and 1 found there only 1 church in which we con- 
tinually had services, and another church which was damaged but we had services there 
anyhow, Otherwise, 1 believe that all the other churches in Vitebsk were already 
destroyed when we got there, but not by us. 

Q You mentioned before the City of Klien. What can you say concerning the 
destruction of the Tchaikowsky Museum: 

A Ido not know anything about the destruction of theTchaikowsky Xwxmw iuseum. 
1 did not even know of a Tchaikowsky Museum in that tom. In addition to that, the 
situation 
ikg around Klien in the days of December, 1941, was so critical that we did not have 


a chance to concern ourselves with the Tchaikowsky liuseun. We went through Klien 


and the Moskwa Canal, which is Northeast of Moscow, and during the Russian counter- 


offensive, we were cut off, which means ami that when we were in Klien we were cut 
off from all our other units. We then defended Klien against Russian attakks. 
Klein was again subject to bombing attacks, and we fought our & way back to our 
own lines. If the Tchaikowsky Museum in Klien was destroyed, then it was due to 
the results of this battle.  Atk least any person who can judge in any way our pos&tion 
in &lien at that time could very well suppose that TR ao OO for us to concern 
ourselves with the Tchaikowsky Museum at that time. 

Q There was never an order to destroy the Tehaikowsky Museum in Klien? 

CAPTA! GRLISCHOV: If 1 understood the question lw correctly, L would like 

to say here that documentary evidence has already been presented to the Tribunal 
as proof that the destruction of the Museum had been ordered, and by whom it had 


been ordered, and 1 would like to ask concerning that document, whether or not 


you know of the presentation of this document? 
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CAPT. TUBRIDY: 1 — like to explain that this is the defense apparently 


opposing that document. The | مج‎ will be able to s ine T" witness later 
4n-erder-bo-expiein this part of the testimony 2 JE ص‎ COCA e 
BY DR. LAiTERNSEH: | | 

Q I ask you now, and 1 wish you would answer my question, was any order given 
for the destruction of this Museum? 

À I know of no order which has been issued to destroy this Museum. I personally 
did not issue such an order. 

Q Did you have any planned destruction carried out during your retreat? 

A Inthe spring of 1943, in the northeast of Vistebsk, L participated in the 
last retreat of the Army Group Middle, and for this retreat, destructions were ordered 
from above. 

Q What was your opinion concerning this order? 

A A large number of the destruction which we had to carry out was a military 
necessity. I did not agree with the order that we were supposed to destroy all 
Russian homes and shelters. 

Q Did you then carry out this order mx as it had been given? 

A I had the destruction carried out with the exception of the destruction 
of the homes and shelters. After thorough consideration of these matters, I took 
it upon myself not to have these destructions carried out. They were, in my opinion, 
not necessary in my area. 

Q In other words, you only had these destructions carried out which you considera 
vitally important for military security? 


۸ Yes. 
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Q In other words, by not carrying out this order you were disobedient? 


A I believe that I could take the responsibility upon myself not to hawe this 


order carried out since it was not necessary, militarily, in my sector. 
-— 


ALAALA 


Q En other words, the villages, in your Teatret towards Vitebsk, were left 

unharmed? 
our 

A I gave an order that the homes which were 5 kilometers from kim planned 
front lines were to be destroyed. In other words, within the battle area where these 
home or shelters would have been on military sectors. The other mk shelters were 
destroyed more or less during our retreat battles, since the retreat was mostly on 
streets and roads. This was a very swampy area and for that reason there were times 
when severe campaigns for some of these villages were fought where these roads met. 
During these battles, a number of villages were fired through battle. 

Q Was the Soviet Russian airforce also used against these villages? 

direct most of théir fighting 

A It was the duty of the Russian airforce to/fixkk during our retreat 
to streeés and villages. 

Q What other destructions did you have carried out? 

A We destroyed, according to orders, all bridges or railroad material which 
had been rebuilt by the Germans, and we carried off, as far as possible, all factories 
which E also had been rebuilt by the Germans. And, as much as we could, we tried 
to carry (way most of the supplies and stocks. In other words, we tried to do the 
same thing as the Russiands did before our advance in 1941. In addition to that, 
the British and Belgians destroyed bridges too to a large extent as they retreated, 


I considered all these destructions as a military necessity, and that was given from 


above, it was ordered from: ove., 
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DR. LATERNSER: Mr. President, I have just finished a phase of questioning, 


and 1 wonder if we could not m take a short pause now? 


CAPT. TUBRIDY: We will recess now for 10 minutes. 


(A recess was taken.) 
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Q Ihave one further question concerning the last group. Were the following 
cities within your Command Section: Denidoff, Welish and Swasch? If so, what was 
the reason for retreating or evacuating these cities in a rather destroyed 
condi tion? 

A Very heavy fights took place in January of 1942 for all three places. 

My mission at that time was to retake Swasch and to liberate the troops that 


had been encircled in Welisch; the same applies to Denidoff. In very heavy 


battles we were successful in doing so. Then further severe fighting took place 


for these towns, especially around Welish. Denidoff and Swascl were at a later 
date attacked by air raids, I myself was in these places several times; they 
had been destroyed by battle even before we had evacuated them, 

Q Did these places frequently or several times change hands? 

A As far as Welish was concerned, yes, and Denidoff also changed hands 
several times. 

Q I should now like to ask a few questions concerning the treatment of 
the civilian population in occupied territories. What was the effect of Hitler's 
orders that in general violations carried on by the soldiers against the 
civilian population were not to be punished and the relationship between the 
troops and the civilian population? 

A In general the relationship to the civilian population was a good one, 
We respected kk and recognized the will of the civilian population to work, 
their reserve towards us and also their modesty and I believe that the civilian 
population noticed that they found peace under my legal protection. I should 
like to give Tsask as an example of the good relationship between the troops 
and the civilian population, According to the material submitted by the 


Prosecution, serious violations are supposed to have occurred in Tsask, 
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DR. LATERNEBR: If I may interrupt, the violations that witness 
refers to now are found on pages 4830 and 4842 of the German text of the record. 

A This is in complete contradiction to the experience which I am now 
going to depict. On the anniversary of the taking of Tsask by German troops, 
the civilian population made a big celebmation and to this celebration the 
troops in Tsask were invited as well as the commander of the divion and other 
officers. I was given by the Mayor of this town, in the name of the population 
of Tsask, a note of thanks or gratitude, which I was to pass on to Hitler. 

Q How did you help the population? 

A We helped the population in many respects, After the retreating Russians 
had destroyed the stores of the civilian population the population left almost 
everything. We gave them the small trifles of every day life; where they lacked 
food they were helped in this respect; we increased food rations as rewards; 
we had to rebuild medical service; we equipped hospitals under German super- 
vision but employing Russian doctors and Russian assistants; we distributed 
pasturage and acres to the population; we gave them seed and we gave them 
breeding stock; we gave their religious freedom back to them; we equipped 
churches as far as the churches could still be used for religious services; 
we installed or reinstated Russian Mayors everywhere; we instituted a Russian 
Order Police system so that as far as the police system was concerned the 
population was under Russian jurisdiction. In Wrasma we repaired the theatre 
that had been heavily damaged and put it to use again, In Wrasma and Witebsk 
we equipped large cinemas, The civilian population was allowed to attend these 
showings in the cinemas, We formed a Russian orchestra that also played for 


the civilian population on different occasions, and so On. 
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Q What was the legal protection given to the population? 

A I already testified that discipline was the highest objective in my 
armored division and as far as this discipline was concerned I proceeded 
against and punished any violations that occurred on the part of my soldiers 
against civilian population contrary to and with no regard for the Hitler Order. 
Especially important cases of violations were written wp in a report and issued 
to the troops and made known to every soldier down to the lowest private. The 
population knew and the soldiers knew that if any of them carried out any 
offences they would be punished. And the population also knew that as far as 
was possible they would be protected against partisans. 

Q Then you mean to say that Hitler's Order, which we mentioned in one of 
the previous questions, was not put into effect in your district? 

A In no way. 

Q Did the population have to carry out heavy work for the army? 

A Yes. But I do not believe that this work was any more difficult than 
that which the German population had to carry on at home amongst their ruins, 
The general work with which the population was charged was road construction, 
bridge construction, and, very far behind the lines, fortification construction, 
In winter, of course, they had to see to keeping the roads free from snow, 

Q Do you mean to say that this fortification construction wx which was 
carried on behind the lines was carried on outside the reach of fire? 

A Yes, of course, 

Q And now a few questions concerning treatment of prisoners of war. 

Were any special orders issued concerning the treatment of prisoners? 
A As far as the prisoner system was concerned, we in the operational sector 


had nothing to do with it. We took prisoners and then handed them over to the .- 


۱ 
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competent authorities, Within our area we kept relatively few prisoners. We 
used these prisoners to help in the administration, to help with the building 
and construction, and one company of prisoners each was assigned to Divisions. 
We had nothing to do with the prisoner camps. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Who were these "competent authorities" to whom you 
handed over the prisoners. 

A. The Army Groups. 

Q Mos BR, by seh then, that the prisoners that were taken were within 
the area of an army for only a short time, or temporarily? 

A Only temporarily. We were glad to be rid of them because we did not 
have sufficient personnel to handle them and such personnel was lost as far as 
front duty was concerned, 

Q You just said in answer to the question to whom were they handed over 
that the prisoners were handed over by you to the Army Groups? 

A Yes, 

Q Were the prisoners handed over to the army groups supposed to stay with 
the army group or did the army group in its turn hand over the prisoners to 
other authorities? 

A These prisoners were handed on to other authorities, towards the rear. 

Q Then you mean to say that the prisoners remained with the army group 
also only temporarily? 

A Yes. 

Q And to whom did the army group hand over the prisoners. 

A Ido not know exactly. I believe there was a special organization as 


far as the prisoners were concerned, and this organization was not under the 


command of the army group. 
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Q کت‎ And the prisoner collecting camps were under the command 
of this organization, which you do not know exactly what it was? 

A Yes. 

Q Was it customary for prisoners who had been taken by the army to be 
handed over to the army group, or was there not a time when the army handed 
over its prisoners directly to this organization? 

A That was the case later on. 

Q I only wanted to suggest this to you because the Army Group was an oper- 
ational staff and did not have troops of its own at its disposal. Is that not 
right? 

A That is correct, as such, but considering the gigantic numbers of 
prisoners that we took during these first battles, the Army Group had to help 
us to digest these prisoners. 

Q Was the aid of the Army Group made use of only because of these general 
circumstances and conditions, or had special instructions been given to this 
effect? 

A As far as I know, the assistance was only a help given us by the Army 
Group but was not work that had been instructed to be carried out by higher 
authorities. 

Q Then the normal pathway of a prisoner would be from the army that took 
him prisoner, directly to the organization under whose jurksdiction the camps 
were, Is that correct? 

Yes, 
Do you know, witness, that many Russian prisoners died? 


Yes. 


Do you know that of your own knowledge or have you heard of this? 
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A I took part in the Wrasma Battle. During the time of the Wrasma Battle 
we took several hundred thousand prisoners within a few days. No army can 
handle such an enormous number of prisoners without casualties and that, in 
my opinion, is the explanation that a number of prisoners died. First of all 
there was a lack of housing, the houses had been partly destroyed, as I said 
before, Secmdly, it was impossible to have made sufficient preparations for 
this mass of men. It was absolutely impossible to prepare camps for such a 
mass of people and food for such masses was also impossible, First of all, 
the stores within the country had been destroyed; the transport system had 
been destroyed so that any supplies for these masses of prisoners could only 
be carried out with difficulties from Germany, or was impossible. Another 
thing, the mass of prisoners was half-starved when they fell into our hands 
for even prior to his being taken a prisoner the Russian had suffered from 
very great want. Besides, German troops also had to starve at that time. 
Because there were no transport facilities it was impossible to transport or 
remove these huge masses toward behind the lines and because the few roads 
and bridges that had been repaired were needed for our reinforcements and 
supplies. 

Q Why were there no railways? 

A They had been completely destroyed by the Russians upon retreat. 

Q And therefore they had to be repaired and the guage had to be reset? 

A Resetting the tracks was the easier part of the task but repairing 
the bridges and stations was a gigantic undertaking. 

Q The Prosecution maintains the many Russian prisoners froze to death/ 


A That too may be correct, because of a lack of any housing at all for 


such masses of people. A large number of German soldiers also froze to death | 


p, 
e 
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during the severe winter. 

Q What about the general health of the Russians? 

A I already testified that the physical condition of the Russians when 
taken prisoners was on the whole bad, because of hunger. Moreover, the section 
of the Army Group Center was badly hit by spotted fever and these weak Russians 
of course were especially susceptible to all diseases. But I do know that as 
far as was possible we used our own doctors to help. 

Q Was everything possible done to allewiate the conditions, that is, as 
far as the means were concerned that the commanders had at their disposal? 

A We helped wherever we could. 

Q Did conditions for these prisoners improve afterwards? 

A The conditions improved greatly afterwards. The prisoners with our 
troops Were treated well. The prisoners within our army sector, who were 
relatively few in number, were taken care of in every respect, The best proof 
of this fact that the prisoners felt at home with our troops was that on the 
retreat they retreated with us, they did not escape when possibility for escape 
was given to them and they even fought with us during battles, 

Q I should now like to ask a few questions concerning Warsaw. General 
of Police, ۲۰ dem Bach, testified concerning the uprising in Warasw the summer 
of 1944, that the army authorities also were held responsible concerning the 
violations that occurred in Warsaw at that time, Are you able to give any 
information on this question? 

A Yes. Warsaw was in the sector of my Army Group Center which I 


commanded at that time. 


Q Did you, as Commander-in-Chief of Army Group Center give any orders 


for the suppression of this uprising? 
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A I took over this Army Group on 16 August 1944 and at this time the 
fight against the Warsaw uprising was already in full swing. von dem Bach 
was not under the command of the Army Group, though, as far as the battle in 
Warsaw was concerned, but he was under the immediate jurisdiction of the 
Reichsfuehrer-SS and he had received his orders from him concerning the 


suppression of this uprising. 


Q Did the 9th Army also belong to your Army Group? 


A Yes. 

Q What was the mission of this 9th Army in Warsaw? 

A Warsaw was Situated within the inner area of this Army. 

Q Was this 9th Army interested in the early suppression of this revolt 
in Warsaw? 

A The 9th Army as well as myself were especially interested in the 
suppression of this revolt as far as the Army Group was concerned for the Russian 
attack was pressing on Warsaw from the East and it was only a matter of time 
until the Russians would have reached the Weichsel near Warsaw, Therefore we 
had a special great interest in seeing that the revolt or uprising in Warsaw 
was suppressed as soon as possible. As far as the battle situation in the 
remaining front admitted, I met von dem Bach in Warsaw. I had previously 
heard through the 9th Army that atrocities had been committed in Warsaw, I 
had no right to interfere here but as far as I was concerned that was not 
necessary and I would have interfered anyway. The SS Brigade Kaminsky, which 
consisted entirely of Russians, was already being withdrawn from Warsaw 
because this brigade had committed the atrocities. Kaminsky and other leaders 
who had had a hand in these atrocities were placed before ۵ tribunal and shot. 


The suffering of the Warsaw refugees was being attended to in a really exemplary 


"d 
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fashion by a camp that had been instituted within the 9th Army by the SS leader- 
ship but with the help of the army. This camp was at any time accessible to 

the Polish Red Cross and to International Commissions who were present there. 
The 9th Army.and I, therefore, only took action in the battle in Warsaw in so 
far as our own position at the front allowed us to do so. That is we instructed 
von dem Bach in Warsaw to conduct his battle in such a fashion that if possible 
at a very early date the western bank of the Weichsel would fall into our hands 
because our forces had to build a fortification or a defense position on this 
bank of the Weichsel. 

Q How did the fight for Warsaw end? 

A At the conference that took place in Warsaw between van dem Bach, myself 
and leader of the 9th Division, we decided that the best way of ending this 
would be to capitulate if only to save unnecessary deaths, This decision was 
transmitted by von dem Bach to his official authorities and by myself to my 


superior, Guderian, Soon afterwards a capitulation conference and negotiations 


were started, The negotiations for capitulation which were led by higher 


authorities were then sent to General Bor, signed by myself. At first General 
Bor unfortunately refused although he had been assured from the very beginning 
that all his insurgents would be treated as soldiers. Then very soon after- 
wards the capitulation did take place of the remaining insurgents and these 
insurgents were removed as prisoners of war under the command of General Bor 
and his chiefs, 

Q In order not to create any misunderstanding, does your testimony con- 
cerning the Warsaw capitulation refer only to September 1944? 


A I do not understand how you mean, 
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Q I mean that Warsaw capitulated once before, within the Polish Command, 
in 1939. I just wanted to have it quite clear on the record that you refer only 
to 1944. 

A That is Quite clear, 

Q Is it correct that General von dem Bach was given the Knight's Cross 
for his suppression of the revolt in Warsaw? 

A Yes. 

Q von dem Bach maintained here, during interrogation, that this decoration 
was given him by the Army. Is that correct. 

A That testimony is not correct. von dem Bach's decoration of the Knight's 
Cross came as a complete surprise to me, I neither handed in his name for this 
decoration nor was I asked concerning it. 

Q After the end of active fighting in Warsaw the city was to be destroyed 
entirely. Who issued this order? 

A This order was handed directly through the Reichsfuehrer-SS to General 
von dem Bach, I had nothing to do with this order. ۱ 

Q Did any office of the army whatsoever have any hand in this order? 


Certainly not the Army nor the Army Groups. 


A 
Q Can you give information as to how the destruction of Warsaw took place? 
۸ 


Seen from a military point we were not at all interested in this 
destruction, On the contrary, we interfered and tried to see to it that this 
city, Which was already badly destroyed, would remain as it was to offer cover 
and shelter for our troops, Whatever was destroyed in Warsaw was then ; 
destroyed by blasting commandos under the command of General von dem Bach, 

I do not believe that very much was destroyed for very soon afterward the 


front had moved up to the Weichsel and Warsaw was in the range of Russian 
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artillery fire so that the blasting commandos could not have done very much more 
in Warsaw. I do know that the commander of the 9th Army had given instructions 
to his army and his troops that lootings and plunderings by soldiers were to be 
prohibited. 

Q And now a few general questions. What is your attitude concerning the 
question of duty of obedience of a soldier? 

A I aman officer from the time of the Kaiser. As far as I myself am 
concerned, discipline and obedience is considered by me above everything for a 
soldiers I am of the opinion that no soldiering done, as such, is possible in 
any country Without absolute obedience, and I know that this is the same 
practice in other armies. I spoke on this question with several Russian officers 
who had been my pupils for two years and who admitted and confirmed this 
attitude in every Way. 

Q Did this, your conviction, give you any difficulties during the war, 
above all as far as orders were concerned which in your opinion were not quite 
proper? 

A We had been trained that our obedience was to extend only so far that 
4t did not ask of us to commit any illegal offences. An added difficulty during 
the war was that as such, orders as had been issued by Hitler were legal, by an 
act of the Reichstag. Another difficulty was that International Law left a 
great number of doubts and loopholes concerning the waging of war. 

Q What means did you have at your disposal to oppose orders with which 
you did not agree? 

A I shall have to distinguish here between orders that led to conflict with 


International Law and those with purely tactical conflicts. As far as orders 
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were concerned that might lead us to difficulties as far as International Law 
was concerned, von Brauchitsch Order helped us. That order said that discipline 
of the soldier was to be placed above everything and that is the method I used 
to disregard such orders. As far as the many orders were concerned which led 
to tactical military difficulties and commanded faulty leadership rights, we 
had to decide ourselves within our own inner conscience as to the steps we Were 
going to take. We all had to carry out severe struggles concerning obedience 
duty and responsibility. I believe I am qualified, as the Commander -in-Chief 
who was at the East for the greatest length of time, to give particular special 
testimony about this. 

Q If you wanted to raise any objection to any order was it possible for 
you, as commander- in-chief of an Army, to ask for a personal interview with 
Hitler, or what channels did you have to apply to in order to make your 
opposition known? 

A I raised objections repeatedly, orally and in writing, ami made other 
suggestions, but always with the Commander-in-Chief of my Army Group. It was 
not possible for me to apply directly to the O.K.H. or to the Fuehrer. 

Q That is to say you had to adhere to the official channels? 

A Yes, to the official channels, that is to my commanding officer of the 
Army Groupe 

Q What success did any such oppositions have? 

A Very often General Kluger and General Busch, my two commanding officers, 


interceded or approved my orders, &nd handed them on. Once in a while my 


suggestions were successful but very often they were pushed aside. 





COM, A. 
Take 2 - 13 


= i (MININ 


RHINEHARDT 


Q If such orders which in your opinion were incorrect were never-the-less 


sustained, did they frequently lead to the mis-success of being carried out? 


A Yes, we might have been able to avoid many of such pU 


Q Did such unsuccessful operations not convince Hitler a better 


in later cases? 
A No, for then the very worst thing occurred, that is we were suspected. 
Q That is, the fault was always looked for with the General? 
A Yes, I might add here that considering the Russian Offensive in the 
summer of 1944 that was just at hand, we wanted to shorten our front line. 


This viewpoint which was presented by myself and also by the commander in chief 
of the army group, was rejected. What we had predicted did really happen, when 


parts of the jutting out positions were cut off and lost later. The effect of 
this was that two days after this unsuccessful operation Busch was recalled 
and that Court Martial was instituted against the leaders of the Army Groups 
and the generals who had been taken prisoners because of intentionally carrying 
out treason. These proceedings were after a short time broken off as entirely 
without basis. 

Q How did Hitler happen to arrive at this attitude concerning his generals? 

A His mistrust towards the generals increased during the war tremendously. 
He maintained that we always opposed him, we were considered pessimists and weak 
people, leaders who did not lead boldly enough, Everyone will realize what that 
meant for us. He was strengthened in his mistrust by people who were irresponsible, 
and without proper knowledge. 

Q To which circles did these incompetent advisers of his belong? 

A They were Party members. 


f 


Q How were you able to bring such positions and your contradicting attitudes 
Y 


ی 


into accord? / 
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A After the final decision against us there were no further means at our 
disposal. It was out of the question that I should refuse to accept responsibility; 
for one thing I considered it unsoldierly and for another thing it would have 
availed nothing. It was forbidden to report as being ill. That would have been 
considered cowardice and desertion. Besides, as far as my soldiers were con- 
cerned I would have considered this treason towards them because they too were 
not allowed to report as being ill if something did not suit them. The only 
measure left du was to ask for dismissal from one's post but even that was not 
possible, The Fuehrer had given express orders that he alone would decide for 
what length of time anyone would remain in office. In spite of this I asked 
for my dismissal while I was at the East not once but several times without any 
consideration of the consequences that might result, If I remained in office 


in spite of this, this was due to the Commander-in-Chief of my Army Group. 


The conversation that I had with Field Marshal Kluge? at that time, after one 


such incident, will probably give the best example of what I mean, Fiku 

Field Marshal von Kluge said to me "You have my full confidence, your troops 

trust you. If you leave now there will be a new commander-inchief and he will 
probably be a man your troops do not trust because they do not know him, and 
probably a man who is more comfortable as far as higher authorities are concerned," 
Therefore I remained until I was discharged in January 1915. 

Q Did not Hitler himself set an example of how such a commander was to be 
treated a short time after the beginning of the campaign by the dismissal of 
Hopppner? 

A The Hopppner case was the first one where a commander-in-chief was 


discharged, accused and sentenced, 





iM NN 


Q What were the reasons at that time for this blackening of his name? 

A I do not know the details, It was because he had disobeyed an order 
that had been issued to him. i 

Q And what were the results, the consequences that Hoeppner had to 
sustain? 

A A sentence passed by court martial, discharge from the army, and 
persecution for his family. 

Q All your testimony leads to the conclusion that conditions might have 
been changed if it had been possible to eject Hitler. 

A Yes. 

Q And when would the position have been expedient for such an act? 

A After Stalingrad. 

Q Are you of the opinion that by united action of the highest military 
leaders Hitler might have been forced to abdicate? 

A I consider it impossible that the Fuehrer would have let himself be 
forced to do so. 

Q And you do not think that he could have been convinced of any better 
attitude, I mean by a united action of the highest military leaders? 

۸ No, 

Q There are two further subjects I should like to discuss with you. The 
Prosecution has submitted an Affidavit No. 1, USA 531, given by General Halder 
and in the last paragraph of this affidavit General Halder says the formation 
and composition of this organization is shown by the accompanying sketch. 

I would like to submit this sketch to you and then ask you a few questions 


concerning it. This sketch is part of the Exhibit USA 531 which I have 


just mentioned, 
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of that Group at that time, 


C^. "T" ja 8 4 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: íd you qualify that the uomen da competent to 


testify to the correctness of that sketch? 

DR. LATERNSER: I asked the witness at the beginning of the 
Interrogatinn if he was and he answered in the affirmative, As the previous 
commander-in-chief of an Army and an Army Group, he is a member of the group. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Of what does the sketch consist? 

DR, LATERNSER: This sketch is concerning the composition of the 
highest military leadership group. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I think the witness may give testimony regarding that. 
BY DR, LATERNSER: 

Q Will you please tell the Commission in whichrespect this sketch is 
incorrect? 

A The sketch is incorrect in so far as Keitel has been presented here 
as being the superior of the three branches of the army. The commanders-in-chief 
of the three army branches were under the immediate command of the Fuehrer and 
not under Keitel. 

Q You would say then that the sketch is wrong? 

A Yes, it is wong, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: in that respect. 

DR. LATERNSER: Yes, in that respect. 

Q Concerning this sketch which I have just showed to you, General Halder 
says in his last sentence that these military leaders represented the actual 


General Staff and Supreme Leadership of the Gemman Army, Is it, in your opinion, 
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correct if Halder designates these people as the actual General Staff? 

A This sketch represents the highest military leaders but has nothing 
to do with the General Staff. 

Q In order to be quite clear on this point, what is meant by the General 
Staff? 

A The General Staff consists of the leadership assistants and their 


respective commanders, 


A Leper 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Dr. Latennser, don't we have, official German 
documents as to what the General Staff consists of and if so, I think testimony 
by this witness would be unnecessary on that point. 

DR. LATERNSER: Very well. 


(A recess was taken until 1400 hours. ) 
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(THE COMMISSION CONVEN:;D AT 1400 HOURS.) 
DIRECT BXAMINATION * RESUMED, 


BY DR. LATERNSER: 


Q The prosecution in its case against the General Staff has presented 
Affidevit No. 2, U. S. 532. It is en affidavit signed by Fie]d Marshall 
Von Brauchitsch. I quote from page 2: "The organization anê. the chain of 
command of the organization is =s on the enclosed sketch." 

(TEE WITNESS IS HANDED THE DOCUMENT. ) 
General, I want to show you this sketch end I want to esk you whether 
the organizations on the sketch of the highest militery leaders is correct, 

A The same mistake is in this sketch 2s wes in the sketch which was 
presented to me this morning from the affidavit of General Halder. 

Q General Von Brauchitsch designates in the lest paragraph of this 
affidavit the highest military leaders as a group, In connection with this 
designation, I should like to ask you the following questions: Is it true 
what the prosecution states in its indictment that the highest military leaders 
form a group or organization and thet the goal of this group was to bring about 
an aggressive wer and the aggressive war was determined not to guard the inter- 
netional rights? 

A No, that is not correct. 

Q I have no further questions, 

CROSS EXAMINATION, 
BY DR. KEMPNER; 

Q You were in two periods as a téacher at the Military Academy. Is that 

correct? 


A Only four years as a teacher anc four years as chief of the army training 


A 





cu HM) MN ATI 


Take 3-Pe. 2. 
Meehan 

24 June. 
Reinhardt, 


program. 

Q From 1927 to 1931? 

A Yes as a teacher. 

Q The second time was from 1933 to 1937? Is this correct? 

A Yes. 

Q In other words you have very complete information concerning the 
military training? 

A Yes. ? 

Q Where was the school located where you fiugh 

A It was in the O.K. E. Building in Berlin and a part of the army 
treining program. 

Q Where was it located in Berlin? 

A It wes in the building of the OKH in Berlin in the Bendlerstrasse, 

Q The means at your disposal were very limited and primitive. Is that 
correct? 

A Yes, they were limited just like everything in connection with the 
Reichs army st that time. 

Q Thet was due to the Verseilles treaty. Is that correct? 


Yes. 


A 
Q Pretty bad situation, was it not? 
A 


To what extent? 
From ə prosperity point for the job. 
A Yes, it was limited, 
Q It was one of the restrictions of the Versailles Treaty which you 


considered unfair. Is that correct? 


34 
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The leadership aide training was allowed, was it not? 

I asked you a question, please answer it. 

I said that the training of leadership aides was allowed, 

In other words you want to say that was enough for dernan, what was done 

time? 

Yes for the 100,000 men army. 

Did you regard the 100,000 men army as enough? 

No. 

You wanted a larger army, is that right? 

Yes. 

To secure better training possibilities? 

The training in the 100,000 man army was excellent. 

Q Yes. I would speak about the training, that would have been necessary 

for a large army. In 1987, we turn to the training program is that right? 

Yes. 

From then on it déveloved pretty well, is that correct? 

Yes, 

It was due to the chenged political situation, is that correct? 

Yes. 

You have to thenk the Fuehrer for that? 

Yes, the larger army. 


I would like to know from you what differences you welcomed most, what 


changes. I mean between the dates of 1927 to 1931 end 1933 to 1937, 


A The enlargement of the army and equipment with modern weapons. 


Q What were the modern weapons? کر‎ 
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A Armored vehicles, heavy equipment and anti-tank artillery. 

Q Was the whole system psycholog$cslly speaking entirelg different? 

A Yes, While we had the 100,000 men army, we considered that army 
totally insufficient for the protection of Germany, especially considering 
our well armed neighbors. 

& Then later on it was a joy to be a soldier. Is that correct? 

A Yes, I felt the same way as every other officers the need for an 
enlargement of +the ermy. 

Q That was not only your own personal feeling, but also of your 
comrades? 


A Yes, 


Q You talked of it quite often? 


Yes, 


You spoke with many of y ur comrades of the General Staff concerning 
this? 

Also, 

You were a member of the Schliefen society. Is that correct? 

Yes, 

Q And the mums men. of the Schliefen Society always stuck together and 
had the same ideas, Were these the same gentlemen that telked to you about 
this? 

A We were comrades from the first World war. We met once a year on 
Schliefen's birthday and itur this dimner we had a meeting. There was very 


little connection. 


Q How many general staff officers in the course of the years went through 


your hands? 3 72 
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A I had about twenty students every year. There was not quite 
100 in the four years. 

Q In other words you had about 100 students from 1933 to 1937? 

A From 1927 to 1931 there were not quite 100 students. 

Q From 193% to 1937? 

A I did not have any students at that time. I was chief of the 
army training system ani I only had my working staff. 

Q Do you know as chief of the army training system how many had thet 
kind of training in the four years? I mean the Gencral Steff training. 

A It was about the same every year. 

Q There were more between 1933 and 1937 than there were between 
1927 and 1931. How many more? 

A There were more, but I do not know exactly how many more. I had 
nothing to do wth this ipeining. 

Q Would you say twice as many or 50$ more? 

A I would say about 50% more, but I do not know exactly. 

Q Were these officers that went to the War Academy and received this 
training something special, which other officers were not? 

A It was a selection of officers which later on showed they were very 
well selected, according to character, training and gen^rel attitude, 

Q The persons were selected as to their character, point of view, etc. 
Is that correct? 


A Yes. 


Q And you people had special traditions. Is that correct? 
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A Yes, 
A They were proud they reached their goal of taking general staff officer's 


training! 


Yes, 


Am I correct when I sayfÁ£ a person was not elected or named to the 


staff, but one wes selected or grew into it? 
That is correct. 
Traditions, training and the elite were the special order. 
Yes, they were supposed to be the best officers of the year. 
The best officers from the entire army? 
Yes. 
Did you, as one of the chiefs of the army training system, follow the 
career of your students? 
Yes, 
You were naturally interested? 
Yes, 
Did all these men amount to something special? 
Most of them, yes. 
Would you say the big majority? 
About two-thirds. 


You can meet them all over in the key positions, is that correct? 


b BE p » 2 » nr e 


Yes, they were represented in all the general steff positions. 
Q They were the peoole who had the key positions, they did not stay 


at the bottom, is that correct? 
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A Yes. 

Q Now we will go to another part and I will be quite sclentific with 
you, Between the years of 1927 to 1931 were there any National 11 6 
teachings in the general staff school? 

A There were no National Socialistic teaching between 1927 0 

Q Then came the so-called change? 

A Yes. 

Q Who spoke to the officers st that time. 

A I do not know because I did not have anything to do with the training 
any more, 

Q But, you were in charge of the army training system, were you not? 

A Yes, 

Q Did the party get in touch with you so that National Socialistic 
teaching would be taught in the General Staff School in the organizations 
under you? 

A I had nothing to do with the speeches that we had before the military 
academy later on. 

Q But you knew they were being held? 

Yes as I heard some. 


Whom do you remember for instance? Do you remember Ley or Goebb&es? 


Goering 


A 
Q 
A I remember Goebbles. I do not know Ley. 
Q 
A 


YEE I don't know, 
Hess 


Yes. 
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Hoenfeldt? 


Yes, 


I don't know. 


Whom else do you know? 


Q 
۸ 
Q Rosenberg? 
A 
Q 
A 


I have no specific information concerning the military academy. 
I remember these, but I do not know if the Prosecutor is speaking of the 
speaches in the Reichs Building which was held for the entire officers 
staff. 

Your officers wh” sn the Bendlerstrasse. Was that the headquarters 

German Army at Bendlerstresse? 

Yes. 

Who spoke there? 

There was actually one speech a week there. 

Who spoke there? 

Various men spoke there. 

Goerinz? 

Yes. 

Goebbles? 

Yes and Himmler, Hess and Mrs. Scholtzklink, 

Who was Mrs. Scholtzklink? 

The Reichs woman leader. 

Rosenberg? 

Yes. 

Seukel? 


I don't know. 


Speer? 
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No. 
Frick? 
I don't know. 
Whom of. the prominent Nazi members do you remember? 
I think I named them all that I remember. 
Q Did these people tell you that the German army had to become more 
National Socialistic? 
A That wes not said in these speeches. 
Q They only wanted to bring the students close to the National Soeialist 
movement, Is that correct? 
A Everyone spoke in his scope of work concerning the National Socialistic 
goals, 
Q Did these people tell you it was necessary thet the army and individual 
groups should work together in order to build up a new, Germany? 
& Yes, it was said that we all had to work together. 
To build up a better Germany? 
Yes, 


What at that time did you understand by greater Germany? 


To bring Germany out of the need it was in 1933. Its industry and its 


inner political formation according to the numbers. 

Q Because of its number and population of sixty millions, Germany was re- 
gerded to be too small, is that right? 

A Yes, 


Q Where didthese gentlemen say you should get more land, you know there 


were several theories? 


- 0042 
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A We wanted our colonies back, 
Q Was there not another scope of thought that you need more room in 
the east? 
A Yes as far as the German areas in the east were concerned, we also 
wanted them back. 
Q And something additional, is that correct? 
A I don't believe so, 
Did you say I don't believe so, or I don't believe it? 
I don't know. 
Did you read the books of Rosenberg? 
No. 
Did you ever hear the theory of Lebensfraun? 
Yes, I heard of it, 
Whet is the theory of Lebens$raum? 
The enlargement of the area of the country according to the number 
of people and thus the people would be able to assist and feed themselves, 
Q Were you a follower of this theory? 


Yes. 


A 
Q By the way, did Streicher speak at one of the meetings? 
A 


No, I never heard Streicher, 
Q You were a follower of the Lebensfraum theory. Did you believe 
that more space could be gotten through peaceful negotiations? 
A Yes, I believed it. I also believed that we could get back our 
former German colonies, 
Q Did you really believe that the old German areas and colonies were 


m 


enough living space? 7? 
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A Yes if they were populated densely. 

Q You believed that it could be reached by discussions, did you 
not? 

A Yes, 

Q Did you believe if there was a strong army to beck them up, the 
discussions could be carried out more effectively? 

Yes, 

Q Are you a 1 

A No. 

Q Then, I will ask the next question a little bit differently. When 
did you know that if the discussions could not be done peacefully, theFuehrer 
was read o use force. 

A From the time we st2rted the wer in Poland,not before? 

Q You dûd not believe that the Fuehrer acted according to the idea, 
if you don't want to do it peacefully, I will use force? 

A No, I did not believe so. In fact, I admired him for the diplomatic 
gains he made in Austria and Czecho Slovekia where we reached our goal without 
bloodshed. I already stated formally thet we that lived through World War 1 
knew the strength of our neighbors end did not consider a new war possible, 

Q You agreed with the Austrian and Sudehenland matters as they went 
off without a battle? 

À Yes. I made the occupation of the Sudetenland together with my troops 
and I looked at the great throngs of cheering people that met us. 

Q In other words you received more Lebensfraum and you wanted it? 


A Yes, 
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Q Now, I am coming to a different chapter. When did you realize 
for the first time that orders and directives from the Fuehrer were 
criminal? 

A The first directive from the Fuehrer which came to my attention 
and which I considered as suchvws the Commissar decree, 

Q When was that? 

A That was before the Russian campaign. About 14 days or three weeks 
before the campaign started in the east. 

Q That was the first criminal order with which the army had any 
connection? 

A Yes, that was the first order which we had to do with directly. 

Q You know that the so-called Fuehre- gave out verious other 
criminel orders before that? 

A I don't know what you ore speaking of. 

Q I am speaking concerning the Jewish question, 

A Yes, 

Q When did you realize that the Jewish question and the mistreatment 
of political prisoners was a criminel act? 

A During the days of the anti-Jewish activities in the fall of 
1938. 

Q Was that the first sign! 
A That was for me the first open sign. 
2 Q Did you hear of the mistreatments in concentration camps before 


113) 
1933 and after? 


A No. 
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Q In other words it started in 1938. When did you first reelize 
the difference between the order on one hand and something higher than 
the order on the other hand, 

A Right away when we received the Commissar decree. 

Q Did you never realize that one could refuse any criminal orders, 
according to the Reichs Military Law 64? 

A I did refuse it. 

Q But you never drew the final consequence? 

A I forbade the carrying out of this Commissar order for my sector, 


as I stated this morning. 
RAK 
Q REXXKEXKREXAKKXXXIKE Did you ever teach concerning the power of 


jurisdiction in the Mili tary Academy? 

A Yes. 

Q What did you yourself teach what is higher than the regular military 
order. 

A A military order is to be carried out, with the exception of the 
military order which requires you to act against the law. 

Q What examples did you quote from the Prussian Germen history con- 
cerning this? 

A I cannot remember any special examples fro» the history. 

Q The book from Rosenberg? 

A The case of York Won Wartenberg was discussed, who in a special 
position refused an order, 

| Q Did you everg think of these matters later on in your career? 


A More than once, 
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Q Do you know of any other general staff officers or high officers 
thet remembered things like that which they learned from you? 
DR. LATERNSER: I object to the question as the witness cannot 


sey what other general steff officers thought. {i LJ 


UAA 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: He can state what the | tint if he bat’ 


DR. LATERNSER: The question was not put that way. 

DR. KEMPNER; What do you know from persons with whom you were 
in contact? 

THE WITNESS; The men and the chiefs of the verious armies did i 
discuss among each other the difficulty in giving out the orders which 
we did not agree upon. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: It can be assumed that he knew what his 


Fx b pom he سار‎ how Cheese. En faek 
associates thought. 
4 


مه 


DR. KEMPNER: Whom for instance was in such a conflict of 
ideas and thoughts? Who talked to you about it? 
TEE WITNESS: The Commanders in Chiefs of the army groups when 
we came together for discussions, 
DR. KEMPNER: Please mention several names, 
THE WITNESS: Generel Henritz and at that time General Model, 
BY DR. ۶ 
Q You discuss the orders with them. Am I correct in saying that 
some of the or&üers of Hitler were of a criminal nature? 
A No, I am not speaking here of criminal law, but of military 
tactical orders, 


Q The Fuehrer very often interferred with you. Is that correct? 
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A He very often ordered things which were not correct, according to our 
opinion, 

Q Would you state that you would have had a better result in this war if 
the FuehrBr had not interferred constantly? 

A Yes, I very often was of the opinion that it would have gone better, 

Q That is all I have to ask, but there are certain things which we 
discussed this morning and one of my mmixxxumg& colleagues would like to ask 


& few questions, 


BY MR. CONWAY: 


JR jy name ie Conway. Lamin Der هدعو او وود زوس‎ 


T 


۱ مهم ی‎ ENG a iles dae. 

General, this morning when you were discussing anti-partisan activities 
you told that you had participated in these activities, but you did so only 
because military necessity required it. You had no part in the extermination 
of Siem Slavs and Jews? 

A That is correct. 

Q During the course of your examination, you made the statement that you 
did not see what interest"we"had T the extermination of Slavs and Jews, is 
thet correct? 

A Yes. 

Q When you said "we" am I to assume that you meant yourself and other 
military leaders with whom you spoke? 

A & speak generally for all soldiers from all ranke. 
Q You don't speak for Hitler? 


A No. 
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Q You had plenty of reason to know that Hitler and the politicians 
had interest in exterminating Jews and Sleve, did you not? 

A I do not know of any reason and if there had been any reason, I 
would never have joined in it as I did not feel the same way. 

Q The other day when you were discussing your feelings with respect 
to Hitler, when he first came to power, you said that you excused certain 
violations on the grounds that it wes irrelevant. Is that correct? 

A Yes, I explained some of these murders and massacres with the 
Revolution, however, I did not agree with that. 

Q I might understand that some of these excesses and violations 
to which you refer at that time involved Jews, did they not? 

A Yes, 

Q When Hitler came to power, do you recall that he attempted to 
make political use of the Officer's Training School and had the students 
in that school to demonstrate in his favor? 

A Demonstrations to what extent? 

Q To go out and meke public demonstrations of allegiance to Hitler, 
even though they were in the officers training school under an army command, 

A That only concerned the warrant officers school in Munich at the 
beginning of National Socialism in 1923, 

Q Did you consider that a political activity on the pert of the 
military? 

A Yes, it was the wrong act and I believe many of these warrant officers 


did this since the name of Luddendorf was connected with the movement. There 


was disciplince because of this and the action from a stand point of an of ficer 


was incorrect, 





a IY LIN 


Meehan 
24 June 
Reinhardt. 

Q Are you familier with the planning of the political activities 
during the rise of Hitler to power in 1933 of the Bavarian Division? 

& No, I wae not in Bavaria at that time and do not know it. 

Q If I were to tell you that Field Marshall Von Rundstedt said 
that the Bavarian Division joined Hitler in 1933 and the Generals were 
angry over it, would you believe it? 

A I can imagine that they did not like 1t, I do not know if it 
actually hepoened because we always wanted to remain non-political. 

Q Were telephone wires intercepted before the war by the Nazi 
Per ty? 

A No, I don't think so, 


You feel that they were not? 


Would you have known if they were? 


Q 
A I believe yes, 
Q 
A 


I was commander in Wurzburg, nobhing like that happened to me. 

Q If sorething like that did happen, would you have complained 
to the proper parties? 

A Yes, if I would have found out something like that. 

Q Did you not just a few moments ago tell Dr. Kempner that you 
were familiar with certain anti-Jew activities of the Nazi party in 
1938? 

A I lived them in Wurzburg. 
Q You did have some reason to understand what interest Hitler 


had in exterminating Jews and Slavs during the Russian campaign? 


A I always deplored such actions, 
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Q And you did have certain incidents, which happened in Hitler's 
rie to power, which would lead you, as a military man, to believe he 
would interfere in sufficient or subsequent time with the military? 

did not interfere 

A Wo, he ankyx&duturfsrreg with the military circles, starting with 
the war and during the Polish campaign. As far as I could see Hitler 
did not interfere at all in the military leadership. The first inter- 
ferrence from Hitler came during the French csempaign. I wanted to 
advance toward Calais and ee TN We had to stop and thet was a big 
tactical mistake, 

Q Please answer this "yes" or "no." Is it your contention that 
prior to the war and even during the Polish campaign, there was nof 
indication to you as a General and an intelligent man, to expect inter- 
ference in military affairs and the execution of these by Hitler? 

A Yes, 

Q You have testified that if outsiders were killed during partisan 
activities the responsibility for such deaths was with the partisans and 
not with the German troops? 


A Yes, 


You make no exceptions to that? 


Q 
A I do not know of any exceptions in my sector, 
Q 


You have also told us that the population knew that they were 
being protected by you from the partisans. The exact phrase you used 


was: "The people knew they would be protected against the partisans." 


Is thet correct? 
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A Yes, 
Q The people to which you refer are the people who were friendly with 


the Germans? 


Q You testified with respect to the Polish uprising in 1934 in Warsaw? 

A Yes, 

Q I would like to clarify in my ménd how extensive were the divi tios 
of your troops, Did you tell us that your troops did not participate at all? 

A No, not of our army group. The troops which were supvosed to be used 
to put down this riot were given to a commender directly from headouarters of 
the OKH through the Reichsfuehrer SS. 

4 Am I to understand by the Commanding General of the Police Won dem 
Back Zelewski? 

A Yes, General Bach-Zelewski was in charge of the battle in Poland 
directly under the Reichsfuehrer SS, 

Q I think you seid that the personnel of the Warsaw insurgents conetitutá 
quite a militery group? 

A Yes, the Polish uprising consisted of seven to eight thousand Polish 


soldiers, 


Q Nevertheless, you said that the troops that General Back-Zelewski had 


at his disposal were given to him directly from headquarters? 


A Yes fromthe OKH and from the Reichsfuehrer ss, 
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Q And the troops who came from OKH were not special Einsatzgruppen 
troops, were they? 

A No, they were not Einsatzgruppen troops, They were only engineers 
and heayy artillery men, however, most of the men under Zelewski were 
police and SS formations, 

Q These troops that ceme from OKE had they, to your knowledge, been 


especially assigned to General Zelewski to put down this uprising? Was 


it a ppecial assignment, 


A Tes, they were with special orders, but under his commend, 


Q Your command was the higher mi litary commander for that district, 
was it not? 

A I was commander in chief of the entire sector of the army group. 

Q And hen these engineers and artillery men were moved in from out- 
side the group? 

A Yes, they were brought in from the outside anê directly put under the 
commend of General Zelewski, 

Q The military situation with respect to your troops and your combat 
with the Russians at that time was quite urgent was it not? 

A Yes, at that time we were taxed along the entire froht of the army 
group. 

Q You were quite interesting having the up-riging kept down, were 
you not? 

A Yes, we were very strongly interested that this upriging was to be 


put down as fast as possible, 


Q You needed a certain terr: tory that wes being held by these rebel 


insurgents in order thet you might retain and use them as fortifications on 
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in the fight against the Russians, is that not so? 

A Yes, I needed the banks of the Wista which wes part of our defense 
lines, 

Q And yet you did not dispatch any of your troops to stop this up- 
rifing, although you knew the special troops of artillery and engineers 
hed to come from outside your district? 

A The battle and entire ection was under the command of General 
Zelewski and I only gave the order so that the banks of the Wista would 
be as clear as possible. At that time when the action broke out I was 
not then commander in chief of the army group. 

Q But you did come on the scene as commander in chief when the 
resistance was still enduring? 

A Yes. 

Q I would like to read to you a small part of Affidavit 14, which 
is the Affidavit of General (on dem Bach Zelewski, 

DR, LATERNSER: I don't believe that this sworn affidavit has 
as yet been presented before the Tribunal. Zelewski was questioned as 
a witness but I don't believe that the affidavit has been presented as yet. 
MR. CONWAY; I am not offering this as evidence, but I had the 
impression that it was before the Tribunal, however, I may be mistaken, In 
any event, I am only attempting to read a section and to have the witness 
follow me in German as to what is carried in this paper, 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY; He is merely asking a question, 
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DR. LATERNSER: I object to the use of this Document, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Mr. Conway is just taking a statement out of 
the affidavit and asking the witness if he agrees with it. It is merely 
asking a question, 

DR. LATERNSER: I wish to get a copy in thet case. 

MR. CONWAY: I have only one copy. Would you mind looking at 
it while the witness is looking at it? 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Can you put your question in this form? Give 
the affiant's name, date bn which he executed the affidavit, point out the 
paragraph end page on which the statement appears, 

MR. CONWAY; This is actual ly an affidavit to which Dr. Laternser 
referred this morning, rether then reading from it he paraphrazed it. 

DR. LATERNSER; I did not speak of this document this morning. 

I do not even know of it. 

MR. CONWAY: I would like to read to you from Affidavit 14, Office 
of U. S, Chief of Counsel, sworn to by General von dem Bach Zelewski on 27 
November, 1945, I would like to turn to page 2 and read from the second 
paragraph, under section marked numerical 3; 

"In 1943 I was appointed Chief of enti-partisan units, a post created 
for me and in which I was directly subordinated to Himmler. My 
functions involved close cooperation with the Wehrmacht and the use 
of Wehrmacht units, since SS and police units would not have sufficed 
by themselves. The conduct of an operation was always entrusted to 
that arm — whether Wehrmacht, Waffen SS or Police - which provided 


most of tre troops. The Wehrmacht had charge of most of the operations 


g 
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since it usually provided the grester part of the force. Both partici- 
pants however had the seme experiences with the result that Schentendorff 
end: I always agreed in our reports to Himmler and QMO of the Army." 

I now want to turn to Page 3 of the English version and read; 
"Moreover the fight against partisans was gradually used aB an excuse 
to carry out other measures, such as the extermination of Jews and 


gypsies, the systematic reduction of the Slavic peoples by some 0 


fp 


souls, the systematic reduction of the Slavic peoples -by-some—sO; 000, 000 
souls (in order to ansure the supremacy of the Germany people), and the 
terrorization of civilians by shooting and looting. The Commanders in 
Chief with whom I came in contact and with whom I collaborated (for 
instance, Field Marshals von Weichs, von Kuchler, Bock and Kluge, Col, 
Generel Reinhardt and General Kitzinger) were as well eware as I of the 
purposes and methods of enti-partisan warfare," 
I would like to have your Opimten as to whether or not General 
Zelewski is correct when he said the military men with whom he cooperated, 
among them 
wkkkxxkax vou,werc familiar with the real nature of partisan warfare, 
THE WITNESS: No, this opinion is wrong. I maintain the st-temont 
I mace this تینوی‎ when I stated we only carried out this partisan warfare 
to alleviate the difficulties we had and General Von dem Bach, insofar as 
partisan warfare was concerned, never worked with me at all, 


BY MR. CONWAY; 


Q When you say that you only carried it out insofar as it was a militery 
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necessity, you mean according to your 'mowledge within your area? 


A I speak for myself and my armored army. We have no knowledge 
of how some of the other Germans might or did carry out the Fuehrer's 
orders with respect to ruthless extermination of people. I only heard 
here in the trial that the opinion prevailed that the anti-partisan 
warfare was only a camofiflage for the real point and that is the destruction 


of Jews and Slavs, 
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BY MR. CONWAY: 

Q I have here an affidavit No. 44, and again I 
have the German and the English, and again I wish to read 
it and ask that you read along with me, please. 1 wil 
skg skip the first sentence and start at the second ۰ ۰ 

"Shortly before the beginning of the attack my division 
peceived through the channels from the OKW a written order 
of the Fuehrer. This order directed that Russian Commissars 
be shad upon capture without judicial process, immediately 
and ruthlessly. This ader extended to all units of the 
western army." 

My question is, General, I asume this is one of the 
orders to which you took exception, which yourefused to 
carry out, and which you protested. 

BY CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 
Q Did you receive such an da der? 
INTERPRETER: Yes, I had the German. 


WITNESS: 


- 
A This is the commisar order to which I referred 
^ 


this moming I received and sent to Allenstein. 
: ZRF ' ۴ -&Sk— $6 this 
affidevit—whieh—hee—juet been road. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Isn't it immaterial. He is 
mer ely—as inet? É EEN ved euh peu dep-and. he c ould 
ak the eanas qusstton-without taking lt from.an affidayit, 


so i don't see that 1t is materiale 
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_Bute—te—arr sx frrunvrt ter ererred 
to surely I shovld—pe-tola by Wior-tnts ETTTORVTU was 
هتلع‎ o 

CAPTRIN—TUBRIPX4 —You-mey—loek 1 Joemer t 
1f yo3d3r—weni—bo—bubs-you—sre— mot "early u"ntttlIsU-—tO-—ttl—t- 
isnot teing oferte tnr evidence g s—i-unáenretsné-tt; tt - 
و ور وف‎ et Deine ermed--to-eemirme- tre-rrtrese. 

DR. IA TERNSER: -l-em-able.io-help-in--this-con- 
neoti-on:-TDhis-e-P£4d-*TUU—IERe*1Dendy 5 sen submitted in 
themain_trialds 

CAPITAL IUBRIDYAi..LL.ie-immeteriel;-Ur, "eteprnsere 
BY MR. CONWAY: 

Q It is your impression, Gene al, that the order 
extended to all units of the Eastern army? Let me start 
over. As far as you know, did this œ der extend to all 
units of the Eastern Army, that is, within your d ficial 
area? 

A I don't know to what extent this order was 
distributed. I do know though it was spplied to al 1 
of our troops. As.far as my two armored divisions were 
concerned both of them received this order and at the 
same time were ordered by me not to carry it out, 

Q But you told us this moming you did not 
carry it out you used as your authority an c der of Von 


Brauchitch that the discipline of the soldier was to 


A > 
£ 
SY / 
/ 
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be placed above verytning,. Am i correct œ na? 
A I don't know whether General Von Brauchitch 
red it at that time. I mentioned General Von Brauchitch's 
order this moming inr espect tothe fai 
civilian population, whichwas purely a d 
and as far as + remember I justified this or 
own personal conviction that this order was not a proper 
ordere 
And ce this order was not proper, 
soldier, felt you were justified 1n 0 
though you know discipli an undque stion 
7 
to your superior officers sary KE an army is to 
funcblon, 


۸ This order demanded of us something that was 


AP 
AA 
not WA Ee andy was, therefore, not executed. 


x By you? 

۸ By myself and my armored group. 

Q General, you have told us, going back away, 
that you noticed no emphasis on offensive training when 
you were in charge of the operations divisions, in charge 
of the training program of the army, + think it was ir 
1936 or 1937, is that correct? 

- That is correct. Training was continued 
exactlyas it had been c arried out before. No special 
emphasis was placed on offensive training as long as 


chief 
I way ckubmdx of the training department, 
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Q And you Generals did not think that Hitler as 
a political leader had in mind an offensive war either, 
did you? 

A There was a preparation for an a ttack against 


myself 
2ngland, T/musxkxaaxyxkk was in charge of the experimental 


station in the summer of 1940, concerning the diff 
methods f attack to be used against England but I/ĝa not 
believe that these attack intentions were st 


and Hitler, who usually concernimg himself 


especially with technical affairs, did no 


with these experiments at all and did not ax 
rop te 

v I think you are misunderstanding me, General, 
I amreferring tothe time in 1956 and 19357 when you 
were in command of the training plan inthearmy, not 
subsequent to that time. 

At this time no mention was ever made of sn 

Englande 

Yr any other country, is that correct? 

That applies to all countries. 

Andas far as you could observe the training 
progran of the army was limited strictly to that military 
training which was necessary for the protection of Germany? 

Yes, 


But Hitler was xEXsxx telling you that you 


were slow in cooperating with the increase of the army, 
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A That is correct. 

Q And he was continually pressi ng a faster mobiliz- 
ationand larger units? 

A As far as we were concerned we did not want to 
press the increase of the army too quickly because from a 
training point of view we did not have a sufficient number 
of officers and non-commissioned officers suitable for 
training, and therefore wanted to keep the s trength down 
to twenty one divisions. 


And also you did not want war? 


Q 
A We did not want war. 


Q Did it occur to you that when Hitler was con- 
tinually urging faster mobilization he might have had 
something mae than the defense of the Fatherland in 


mind? Please answer that "yes" or "no" 


if youc an? 

2 Noe 

Q thank you. I have one mœ e document from 
which I wish tor ead, This is USA PS I. Iam sa ry, 
Dr, "aternser, i don t have the German here, but I wish 
to read from page 815 of that document, It is a secret 
document rep t by General Von Reichenau, entitled 
"Conduct cf the troops inthe Eastern Territories", and 
I am going to read the first part of its 

"Regarding the conduct of troops towards the 


5olshevistic system, vague ideas are still m evalent 


in many cases, the most essential the aims of war against 
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the "ewisn Polshevistic system, a complete destruction of 
their means of power and the elements of Asiatic influence 
from the European culture. In this connection, the troops 
are facing kak tasks which exceeds the one sided troop 
movements. The soldiers in the Eastern territories is 

not merely a fighter according to the rules of the xxx 
art of war, but also a bearer of ruthless Nazi idealogy 
and the avenger of bestiality which have been inflicted 
upon the Germans and raciallyrelated nations. Therefore, 
the soldier must have full understanding for the necessity 
of a severe but just revenge on sub human "ewry. The 7 


has to aim at another purpose, That is the annihilation 


of the xm revolt in the hinkerlend, which, as experience 


proves, have always been Jews." 
I know that you will not agree with the s entiments 
REx expressed here, is that correct? 
A “omple telys 
Q But it is claimed that some Generals in the 
army did hold those sentiments, is that correct 
à I don't know, I believe all other Generals 
were opposed to it. 
ME. CONWAY: Thank you, no further questions, 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Thank you, Does the Russim 


Prosecttion have any questions? 
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COLONEL POKROVSKY: I have a few questions, 
BY COLONEL POKROVOSKY: 

Q Do you know of the order of Hitler whichwas 
exp essed to the Generals in 1942, the order concerning 
the fact that all the land had to become as deserts after 
the German troops left them? 

A Does this order concern the destruction to be 
made onr etreating? 

Q You should answer the mumEitznEK questions here. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: The witnessis mese asking 
a question so that he can answer the Russian Prosecutor e 
BY COLONEL POKROVSKY: 

Q it was suggested in this order from Hitler in 
1942 that the German soldier s should take over the Russim 
wilderness and that those places would nott exist any mœ e? 
In 1937 this was issued as a special order, On the Srd 
of December, 1942, Hitler issued a certain oder, an 
order stating that destruction should be given to the 
Russian forces, and in that qa der it was ordered that 


without exception an order should be given to fire the 


stoves in the houses and they should be blown up, 


and 
the order was signed "Adolph Hitler" This is from 
USA 
the nctes of Mr, Molotov and is/Exh bit No, 51 presented 


in the Tribunal, 
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A I have heard of this w äer, I do not know 
whether this order was issued to WH by of ficial channels. 
This order at that time had no significance for me for the 
simple reason that I was not on the retreat but on the 
contrary on the attack at that time, and on attack we did 
not destroy any house and shelter because any means of 
shelter and any source of fire a sto es played for us 
a very, very good rol in this hard winter. 

& How did you hear of this a der? 

A l don't know whether I received it officially 
or not, 

Q I am going to read a few lines from this document: 
This testimony was given by a nurse to sn officer of the 

Slizabeth Klein 

7th American Army. This was a nurse/in the German army. 
I don't want to read the whole excerpt but I am going 
tor ead just two lines: 

"I have in my own eyes seen Russian villages kxrmuüm 
burned down and set on fire by the German soldiers." 


ihis is document 69, do you know of facts like that? 


No, and I don't know to which territory this‏ هم 


testimony applies that this nurse had given. 
4 To the town of Dnob, inthe Leningrad sector. 
A I don't know whether this applies to me. To 


which time do these statements refer? 
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Do you mean aaax when the testimony was given? 
No, I amreferring to the time to which the 
testimony refers. 
Q In the beginning of 1943, 
4 I was not in the vicinity of Dnob at that time. 
Q Whether or not you ra ve been there, even in the 
district of bnob at that time, I must first ask you if 
the Germsn army knew that Hitler order of December 1942 
and you did not know about that. 
A.4 I Ia ve already testified that at the time 
that order was issued my army was on the attack. I bo- 
lieve that this wder refers to those districts wh ich 


we were evacuating. 


Q I just wanted to know regarding the facts 


of this place calldd Dnob? 

À l already testified I had heard of this 

would not have 

order but l/d&kdáxxakxksmsuec khi orcimr x to myxtmEXEEX issued 
this order to my troops even if + had received it and it 
would not have spplied to us. 

Q Do you know of the decree that no prisoners 
should be tsken in the East? 

A I heard f this order, but if Ir emember 
correctly not until I came to Nurnberg. 


« Low and when did you hear of this decree? 


I believe I heard of it here and the very 
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great number of prisoners we took proves that we did 


take prisoners, 


Q Lon t you think even after you heard of this 


order not to take prisoners that every Genoral himself 
had to say whether ar not he should take or should not 
take prisoners? 

z No. 

w “ho guarded the prisoners that were taken to 
the rear of the army, the SS troups or the amy troops? 

A The prisoners that we took were taken back 
of our lines by guards taken from our own troops and 
handed over to the camps. From that point on we had noth- 
ing mae to do withthe prisoners, 

Q So befr e being given wer to the camps the 
prisoners were guarded by your own troops? 

A Until they reached the camp they were guarded 
by members of the army. 

Q Do you know that while prisoners were being 
taken to the camp they were shot Bk and that they starved. 
Do you knw of a case li that? 

A + do not quite understand your question. We did 
not shoot any prisoners, 

Q Haven't you knowna defendant by the name of 
Kos enberg? 

- Yes 


Q I am now going to read to you a few lines from 
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the letter that Rosenberg was going to send to the Commander 
in Chief. lt is dated on the 28th of February, 1942, and 
has been presented in Court as No. 108 PS: 

"In this business of war, those who covld not go on 
marching, they being starved and hungry, were sho before 
the eyes of the terrified population," 

Was there an order about that and don!t you &s an army 
general know about that? 


A No, i don't know anything about it. 


1 
“sn't it a mistake to state you don t know anything 


about a thing like that? 

A No,and I testify on oath that we did not know 
these things. 

Q Vid you know that fromthe Russian prisoners of 
war during the winter of 1941-1942 there was ta en a way 
from them their warm clothes and their warm uniforms? 

A Ihe fur boots f the Russians were taken a way 
from them inthe winter of 1941 that I know, because our 
own soldiers too suffered from the cold, and my own soldi e s 
suffered from chill blains and fmxxk frost bite. 

Q Did you too issue an order to that effect? 

A I issued no œ der. 

Q Did you know that those orders were given 
after the destruction of Vctober 8th? 


Ã No, i don't know that. 
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Q "ere not those ders ther esult of the iniative 
of the Commanders? 

A Commanders of armies probably ordered this in 
order to care for their own troops and the necessity had 
probably arisen from conditions as they were at that time. 

Q Aren't orders of this kind sub ject to the 
regular rules of war? 

A in my opinion this measure was absolutely ne ces- 
sary to help our troops during this winter, and that this 
order is based on military methods. 


Q >o you consider this order justified and correct? 


A + believe this order militarily justified, that 


is the way in which it was issued by certain Commanders in 
Chief, 

Q I will now read one of these originals and you 
will answer: Do you know of Hitler's edict to exterminate 
War saw? 

A “es, I know this œ der, 

Q And you consider this oder as justified and 
that it is based on military method s? 

A No, this œ der had nothing to do with the manner 
of fighting. 

Dd you know of the edict to exterminate the 


population in Moscow? 


A I t ve heard of these T ders, 
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Then was this œ der based on military necessity 


^ 


A No, 


{ 


4 Don't you know that the edict to destroy Moscow 


and Warsaw and Leningrad had to be xx based on military 
action? 

^ The order to destroy Leningrad and Moscow was 
out of consideration because we had not taken these cities 

iarsaw is concerned I testified p eviously 
given directly to von dem Bach, wo 
was the police general of the Reichsfuehrer SS. 
Q I am not going to argue with you as to whe ther 
the a ders were given to exterminate these cities, the 
fact that Smmx the German generals knew 
that order, those who ۷۵ 18 4 at the headquarters of 
the g eneral staff? 

les, as a teacher I knew about it. 

4 WHKXX What do you know of the German officers 
who were trained in the warfare against Russia and in 
RiXandxamix Poland and Czecho Slovakia. 

In the years 1927 to 1931 when this existed 
no mention was m de of any intelligence and information 
wk in Poland and Czecho Slovakia, but I had that fac 
two years. i stated Russian officers had been my pupils 


and were taught by mee 
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~o you know of the Corp 


* - f ۰ 
No, 4 don t know anything 


= I 1 
E Didn t you hear that the 


0 


corps came from Germany! 


4۵ At that time 1 was a Brigadier 


1 


knew nothing 
After exanination from kx 
your testimony 


against war with Poland and 


٩ € ma? 
Wars 


any further wardsx 


No, I kaawa knew nothing of thi: 


Do you mean to say that 


s? 


> 
LSS 


plan WKXEMXK We 
Weiss 


I knewnothing of the plan/tkkka and 


'S existed they were 
ere at the front. 


Q “o you mean to say 


occasion xxmsmx of Hieiwitz, 


A We le arned of the 


in 


means of informa tion/mm the territories where 


had 


assemble d but we did not learn ef it 


How did you happen to find out 


in what manner? 


A I don'tr emember, probably through t! 


intelligence service. 


You stated yesterday you 


۳ 
Fer 
about 


۳ 


TULIT 


75-0071 


" ommander 


were 


engage in 


۸ 


vomnanders 


our troops 
i ni ti al ly a 


this, 


£5 
© 
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the activities d the “ins&tz¢eruppen 


he SD Hinsatzcommandos were 
Reichsfuel 
f rom 
Are you sure that you 
Yes, kwuxxxelix know Xx-eukxEnr 
157 10 17 26 25 77 277 0017 07 276 xktxaaidxikhexxnadx 


۱:9 0 0۹ و‎ arm 


rear 
army in the operational districts I gave 
to the troops s to me. What you 
can only refer, if at all, to areas behind 


v 


that was not under my command, 


Q x¥%x But these Einsatzgruppes wae fed together 


with the army? 
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A ies, if these Hinsatzgruppes were inaction 


xXXkhxoxrx within our area they were fed by us 


I 


w Do you know that those kinsatzgruppes existed‘ 
x know that, 
7 gave 


.d not give 


rr AIT NY A FT 
Oulu i Pe ل ل‎ 


4 ve any t 


western front up until 1940? 


N Oe 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
DR. 
Q You have just now» been a se 
Pokrovsky concerning the Einsatzgruppe 
like to take up here, You stated that 
the reason of these Einsatzgruppes 
used and it was suggested to you that seemed hardly be- 


lievable. What do you suppose were the tasks th tre 


SD had been entrusted with? 
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A I do not } 
f the SD because as + 
adheres to strict secrecye 
a} Didn't you suppose that 
to guard and keep an eye on 


opinion of the civilian populati or 


snf 


ormation thr ugh 
you learned 
happening 


that the attack 


German troops or 
did you believe, as wass 29 تا‎ it bad been carried 
out by Polish troops. 

A There may be a mistake in transla 


LheznsuzzehannubBhisz News channels does 


1 ۶ 


moO 
nnels but radio œw press and we 
after it was supposed to Ia ve happened 
the attack had been carried out 
2 That means that the information that 
ed concerning this incident was the informationt hat you 
received through a dinary news channels and that any 


other German heard of ? 


A We only learned f this re ws through ordinary 


channelse 
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Q And when did you learn of the news concerning 
the attack onthe radio station at Gleiwitz? 

in Nurnberg. 

event has been 

counsel conocernii 
the extermination of Warsaw, 
Moscow; said in this connection that you 
heard of these ] I shall now sub-divide th 
all concerning &aninzrnd: doxoxxkmmw 


Leningrad, do you know that any œ der wi 


issued 


* 
by Hitl@w kaxkxx that Leningrad wa C xg Wiped cf f 


1e face of the earth? 


^ 


Q Field Marshal Von Leeb ha een terrocated 

bere as the Competent Commander in Chief at that time, and 
any such «c der, 

^ At the time jAcked Leningrad and later on 
such an order did not 
afterwards, 

Q ihat is to say you had h 1 of such an œ der 
but do you know whether it had actus en issued 
or no? 

A No, ~ do note 

Q Now concerning Moscow the 


A 


A I only heard of this œ der from 
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Q And you also do not know whether thatorder 


was ever issued? 

A No, 

Q Now as far as Warsaw is concerned, in aderto 
be quite clear on the point, no order to exterminate or 
destroy Warsaw was ever given by any military office? 

A^ Never, 

Q ihis w der was solely issued by kx tax the 
Rix Reichsfuehrer SS 

= By Hitler or by the Reichsfuehrer SS. 

MR. CONWAY: Don't you think we should have had 
this testimony from the witne و‎ 6 isn't this a 
little bit 2ueetx leading? 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Ft—ewverr-pee-s beyond that âma + 

DR. JA TERNSER: This is suppos ed to be re- 


direct examination and we are supposed to cover matters 


asked about bn cross examination. 
* 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: (Qu d (rou, arg’ presenting what 
really amounts to new matter}, ge Limes 

DR. 1۸ TERNSER: The questions that I am now 
asking arises out of notes + have taken during the 


cross examination and Ir emember distinctly a question 


by the Russian Prosecutor whether the witness remembered 


the orders concerning the destruction of Leningrad, os cow 


and Warsaw, and I shall try to clarify this point and I 


hope I shall succeed. 
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usus ll you try 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: /Ammxybuxkmykmx to elicit testimony 


fromthe witness rather than have the testimony come from 
"ru 
you and then „the witness EEKSEOREXESXikÉXx corroborate it? 


BY DR. LATERNSER: 

Q Witness, you were asked by Dr. Sempner concern- 
ing the national socialist training of officers f the 
General Staff. How many hours a week of instruction did 
the officers of the General Staff have approximately‘ 

a About thirty hours of instructionas euch per 
week, 

* What was the time taken up by this national 
socialist instruction as you mentioned? 

-" About one hour a week was assigned to such 
lectures, but these lectures were of a general political 
natnre and not only on national socialism. 

Q Can youxm mention any topics that xamxm you 
remember that were treated in this instruction? 

A No, after 1955 I no longer had anything to do 
with this instruction, amd, therefore, Icmnot give any 
topic? 

Q That is to say that inr elation to the entire 
instruction this sæ t of instruction took only a rela tively 
small place? 


A This instruction, as I have already mentioned 


during my first interrogation here, would be only fc 
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the general political information of the officers of the 


General Staff. 


Q In this connection, you also mentioned the 


lectures that were held in Bentler Street in answer to a 
question that Dr, Sempner asked you. What kind cf people 
were in the audience listening to these lectures? 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I think that is immaterial. 
What difference does it make, Dr. "aternser? 

DR. IA TERNSER: Mr. President, I consider this 
question a very important one for the Prosecution 8 
to prove the zkxEsz2iBE connection of the officers with 
politics, and wants to draw the conclusion that these 
officers were really political generals, and, therefr e, 
it is important for me to show who was presentat these 
lectures. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Well, you may go ahead but 
I think the proof is getting awfully fine at this point. 

DR, IA TERNSER: I will try to be as brief as 
pos sible. 

WITNESS: 

A Not only officers of the General Staff 
were int he audience but all kinds of officers, as well 
as employees of the Ministry of War and officers of the 


OKW in attendance st these lectures was voluntary. 
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Q “ould you mx say that these lectures made any 
special impression on the audience and that they did not 
impressa or influence their general attitude? 

E These lectures usually were lile d because menbers 
of the party held lectures and also other people, for example, 
professors of the university. 

Q Youwere asked concerning the entry into the 
Sudetenland, whether you did not have certsin doubts 
concerning it as the Sudetenland had not w eviously b elong- 
ed to Germany, when this entry took place, did you also 
consider the fact it wasbeing done with the approval of 
the Western pw ers? 

A tes, we even admired Hitler's skill in finding 
a diplomatic solution of this problem with the Western 
powers. 

Q Whatrank did you hold at the time of the Sudeten- 
land entry? 

" 1 was a major general. 

Q I have only one que stion concerning the Commissar 
order! Was any one case ever reported to you in which 
the orders of the commissar decree were applied? 


A Noe 


Q Now who took part in the partisan combat you 


mentioned o»trow-steted in one answer to a question by 
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& Prosecutor, that innocent people died during these partisan 
combats. I have nc qiite understood this. Do you mean to 
say that tbe deaths or casualties that took place among 

the civilian population had app happened in the course 

of the fighting or that they were being killed deliberately? 

A They were casualties that occurred in the course 
of the fighting. 

~ And now one question concerning Warsaw. Had 
Warsaw belonged to the sector of the army group Centra or 
to the sector of the Ninth Army at the time the insnrgents 
battle of Warsaw began? 

A I do not know ,in what relationship of command 
authority it stood to the amy group, fo at the beginning 
of these insurgent battles I was not yet Yommander in Chief. 

Q And you don't know who was the Commanding Office 
or authority after the division md been taken over by 
the Army Group? 

A Krebs reported to me concerning the conditions 


of command and authority as Model left suddenly without 


hating over his commission. 


Q XX An affidavit, Exhibit No. 14-A, was submitted 
to kx you by ti he Russian Prosecution, at the bottom of 
page 2 General Brodowské??? says, and i quote: 


"But if all missions likewise as has been 


the case in the East and the Southeast, a responsible 


leadership zxxxmkx who may have had the carrying out 
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of counter measures according to the individual opinions 
of the iüdividual commanders, this not ordering ar not 
carrying out the order of a responsible leadership is no 
ma e na less than the cowardly throwing over of a respon- 
sibility to subordinate arganizations, but if the not 
carrying out of this order is extended to everybody, it 
would be an anarchy and a counter measure and in, spite 
of this no clear order is given to the effect, and only 
this conclusion is pessible, and that is that this anarchy 
has been intended to be carried out by t he highest 
leadership." 

General Von Bra Blaskowitz states here in 
other wads that such chaotic conditions in partisan 


combat existed because no corresponding a ders were issued. 


My question to you is: Now when was the firstxm regulation 


concem ing a partisan combat issued? 

a In the summer of 1942 andas far as Iremember 
in "une, 

When was this partisan combat regulation altered? 
+n 1944, 

Q That is two regulations were issued and the 
second regulation cancelled or revoked the first regulation, 
and even if no second regulation had been issued it still 
would have been the concern of each individual commander 


to issue the aders that he saw fit, that is 1۳8 why he 


is a commander? 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Go ahead, Dr. "aternser, we 
g overtime. Now how many more questions do 
you have of ‘his witness? 


ERNSER: I shall finish in a half an 


"á 


۳ 


CAPTAIN TUBRISY: AL think wm you should bear 


in mind there are only t qm e weeks of this commission 


with two more weeks 
kara if you 
it means you wil be unable to call the 


/ | ESL 
you tell me fior much more time you will ned Wit this 


witness, só we can decidet whether to go on tyday or 
/ — 
tomorrow morning aad continue now or adjourn? 
DR. IATERNSER: I may be able to finish 


fifteen minutes. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I think we had better adjourn 


Nuntil kurm tomorrow morning, ae ce 


—— et 


(The Commission adjourned at 1715 hours) 
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The foregoing is a true anû ca rect 158 transcript of 


the testimony of GENERAL OBERST HANS REINHARDT ax taken on 


24 June 1946. 
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Commissioner 
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sts after sundown was threatened with death, 


for the railroads 


r our railroads 


ng, and order 


p -AE : 


-ñ security. suppo 


not 


T7 
Vy 


now what we do 


| have me 


in 


m 


HAM 


iords, are vitally important from a 


| 
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JUL 





Cune= THe2—Ahuna 


litary point of view? 


A Yes, these orders 


MR. CONWAY; 1 


" Would you have him clarify what he means by 


TAD ATID o 


n LLI ¢ 
questi 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 
whet he means e 


TTT? 


TOC. 


f 4. ý 
uiid LIN v 1 ter 


would like to have the witn 


He means the mea 


He would 


a 
ents are 


were d solutely necessary 


— d 


of warfare. 


Tas 
oS 


mss 
G ov 


sures mich 1I ! 


1i 


liic to have tho 


concorned with tho 


questions concerning the commissar 


M ou 
I received this 


ing Genoral 


I did not 
Genoral Hoeppner, 
I bel iov 

int 
ho 


ras tho 


The two comma cing 


> that Goncral 
that 
stated that he 


result of this protest of Gen 


— 


| you receive know 


t tht timo that you 3 


; Une! narch 
1:160, a member 
Armored. Y ۵۳8 e 
order in written 


ion concerning 


rdcre In a co 


EA! 
ono 


V yn Mannste 3 -Ny 


eroun 


E d‏ کون 
against‏ 


val 
The protest 1 


result e 
i 


1 this protest was refused or 


168); 


ani 


state what 


ordcre 


gonorals ofmy armorod corps, 
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I believe that they 


he means by 


"orders Like 


witness not 


hich was given 


Did you know 


— 


ee 
Suc 


1 


T. EA 
roc 
i 


s turned 


turned dc 


TC 


that is, the two UR 
=. 





‘huna / ۱ 
CÓ Se 
n cenerals, had also received this commissar order direct The; 
, J 
Sane opinion as'I, During a conversation with these tro divisi 
Comlancing gencrals, I ordered that this order was nòt to be carted ent, and ` 


hat is what agtually happencde VY 


Q Do you remember who these t ^ commanói ins generals wore? pee. 


A One was the General of tho Armored Trocps, Ki irchner, at that time nt 


Comander in Chief of the lst Armored Division, anc the other was Gencral 
3 


Landgraf, Commander in Chief of the 6th frmoro! Division. He is dead nove 


— 


Q Did this comrissar order have any importance Mater r on? 


À No, not in my sectione I believe that the whole thi. ig was very ATA 


socn forcotton, 


at |} 
QGeneral, Cid you, as Comaarcing General, speak with other Commanders 


^ 


lef at that tire concerning this particular order? 


A I cannot remember, 


Q And now, ۵ fow questions ccneorning destruction, ' a. ) e y 
5 


Did you, curing your advance in 19l1, see large destruction within ^ 


the country? In order that this question be clarified, I am speaking about the € 
v J ^ D 6 


Eastern campais Te 


not a lot of dostm Sion on a very large scale, and I ar 
talking about destruction which was carried out purposely 


accor r to the order which was to leave a "scorched carthe" 


Q Can you give us any specific examples concerning this Gestruction? 
all larcor brid; ges, 1 ager railroad ard street 
۱ facilitios, stations, watering po ints 
for loco: notives, and all switcl destroyed or taken away were 
and industrial esta! blishmentse I d tion to this, shelters were burned to 
a very lergo extent. neard of one exar iple, for instance == T personally did 
not participate in this action, however, I heard it from one of the Commanding 
Generals who partic ipated in that battle as an Adjutant and ho tol me about 
it -- curing the occupation of of Vitebsk, there were young commandes burning 
down the city, and to the very big surp of tho troops, the older peonle 


of the city were against this Durning down, 


MR. CONWAY: + you think this is a bit far afield? I don't see the 
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of this © 





A cthe 


po 


m^ TAT 


ad thie 


oint was raised the 


MIT OTT 
1 ۱ t 


LD The same 


Us 
e 
German forc re accused of demolishing builcing 
the Russians in accord 


that the 


that they were being demolished by 


- : 
iMSSl1c.30 


Do you know any examples from Jakobstact, 


I personally went through 5 


armored corps, and found both toms in flames, 


to burn through the s 


they started 


-ha 


I am convinced that 


country? 


Q How about 


rarr 


* All reserves and stocks were cither taken away 
ioni ah ری گر‎ eet i ی بای ور‎ itae ی‎ 


very large extonte 


n 
a 


1 tell me conc destruct 


in the Russian in 


of "ictment? 


Part of this havo already 


titi‏ م1 


ad 


ere burned cown, 


= 


bombing attacks. 


burn in: 4 


atre d ۹ s PT ayar 
went up in و‎ 


throw 


live th 


3 


I lived through 


vici 


it; Vv 


tacks, very 


attacks, large sections of 


cf casuslt our 


j1umoor 


sk, 


Q lı churches wor: supposed 


In Viteb 


4 Te 
and been demolished. 


know Vitebsk quite well, and I found there 


I 


Which we continually had services, and 


1686 


tact and Pleskau 


Is that 


another church which was 


۱۱۱ 
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Ar 


e with the 


» 
anc 


Kalini 


during the attack 


before 


cause 


was 


Wana 
Lol 


hous 


| bv Gorman 
corrcot? 


only one chur: 





damaccd but we 
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^c 
Ve 


services there anyhow.  Othorviso, 5 o L | | otn churd: 


were already destroyed y we got there, bi 


SB 


mentioned befo he City of Klien. What can you say concerning 


n of the Tschaikowsky 


+ 


Jo not know anything about the destruction of the Tso! 1aikovwsky 
even know of a Tsc .ikowsky Museum in that towne in 
situation erounc. Klien in the days cf December 1941, 
have a chance to concern ourselves with the 
Muscur. We wont through Klien a. thc 


Moscow, and during the Kes sian _counter-offensive, we wore cut off, 


means that when we were in ] n we wore cut off from all our other units. 


bing attacks, 
Klien was 


^A 
ا‎ 


un 


ULLCLC 


j JA -^^ v 
taart cocumer Ibs 


46 


)cumenc ; 
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Russian frosecuticr 


دبک ده 
Lii 21‏ 


3 c AE ^ A s Mh مد دج‎ 2 
cdestructicn of tm Museums 


carried 


belive that 
rder carried 
In other wor the ville; yourretreat 


were left unharmed? 


ave an order that tho homes which were 


1 


our plannec front lines were to be destroyed. In 
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on military 
durin ur retreat 
Ihis was 2 
were times when severe cam 
fought where these ۱016 mete During these 
vill.-es were fired 
Soviet -Russian air ls ied against those vill- 


the cuty of the Russian airforce to direct most of their 
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Did these places frequently or several times change 
aS faras Welish was concerned, yes, and Denidoff 
ral MC 5 و‎ 
now like to ask a few questions concemin; 
ment of the civilian population in occupied territoricse 
effect of Hitler's orders that in general violations carricd 


——— —— 


the civilian population were not to be punished 
5 at fid ete — £ 


— 
ın tho troops and the civilian popul^tinr? 
eneral the relationship to the civilian population was 
Pn] na Yi دج مسج جرج‎ l^ and تدم مد‎ ] 4 TOS Af Fhe 'Omils 
Oot onee "wc I cspectc 4 Qna recorns 4 ic " JL Wile civilia a oopuiaiz- 


tion to work, their reserve towards us and 


noticed th: 


vere invited as weil as the comman 
which 
Tation? 


many respects. After the retret ing 


yed the stores of the civilian population, tl epopula- 
J È L 5 - 


everything We gave them the small trifles 
» UA 


A theyvere helped in 


E 


rations as rewards; we had to rebuild medical Services wo equip) 
bals under German supervision but employing Russian 


ants; we distributed pasturace and acres to the populations 
3 5 t X x 
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them seed anc nem breedin:; stocks ‘ave their 


4 


pped churches 


tated 
اش یا‎ 


was uncer Rus 


the Sc 


wow " 
lceraed 


population was char 


mon 


Olive 
say that this fortificatio 
the linces was carried 
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IGS, of coursée 
ear CES SS 


a few questi 


PI gas n 


txcatnent 


1 


tem was concerned, we in the 


tock prisoners and then hande 


HUE 
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competent suthoritic 


us od thos 
SOC tI 


and construction, nd ono company of prisoners each was assignedto Divisions, 


had ne t to with the brisoncr camps. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: iho were these “competent authorities" to whom y^" 


the prisoners, 


oe 


the Army Grouns 
ج‎ 
to soy, then, that tho »risoners that were 


army for only a short time, or temporarily? 


ویس 


were glad to be ri? of them because we 


have sufficiont personnel to handle them anû such ~crsonnel was lost 


front duty was concernede 


"ere the prisoners han?oi over to 


‘ie the army group 


er authoritics 


"hon you mean to sav that tho prisoners remained 
temporarily? 
ea dedo 
to whom (id tho army group han? over the prisoners. 
I do not know oxactlye I believe there wa 
the prisoners were concerned, a 
army groure 
cr collecting camps were uncer tho 


e — 


not know exactly what it was? 


mary for prisoners who hac been taken by the army to ۷ 
"Vor to the army group, or wasthere not a time when thc army handed over 
risoners direct] 3 o this organization? 


1693 
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That was tho ense later Ne 


£ oniy wanted to suggest this to you because the Army Group was an 


operationol staff anl ) not have troops of its own at its 
not right ? 

That is correct, ns such, but considering the gigantic numbers of 
prisoners that we took Jurin: these first battles, the Army Group had to hej¬ 
us to digest those prisoncrs. 


Q T | nii of the Army Group made use of nly because of these 
aL 
circumstances ^n?! conditions, or had special instructions been given 


effect? 


is far as I know, e assistance 


thess, that mary Russians prisoners 


——— 


kn 


mow tha knowledge or have you heard of this? 


art in the 


«8 I 


a c à pe Wm a i 
before. Seoon'/ ly, it wes uyossible to have made preparations 


this mene It was absolutely impossible to ~ pare camps for such 


۱88068 was also impossibles First of al 1, 
) 


airy had been destroyed; the transport system had been 


any supplies for these masses of prisoners could only be 


out with diffioultéee from Gom 


` 


Dy, or was impossibles nother thing, 


of prisoners was half-starved when they fellinto our hands for even 


his being taken a prisoner the Russian had suffered from very great 


Zo 
o هر‎ 
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JunceFPi-S$-Losso 


to starve there 


>r remove these 


DOS sible t 


mc bridges that 


! em ANS 3 a 
t SV] liose 
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Q What about the general health of the Russians ? 


A I already testified that the physical condition of the Russians when 


— 


taken prisoners was on the whole bad because of hungere Moreovers the section 


——— 


of tho Army Group Center was badly hit by spotted fever and these weak 


uy eon 
Russians of course were especially susceptible to all diseases. Dut I do 
know that as far as was possible we uscd our own doctors to helpe 
ES ra IE pe E k M 
Q Was everything possible done to alleviate the conditions, that is, as 
the means were concerned that the commanders hai at their disposal ۶ 

We helped wherever we coule 

Did conditions for these prisoncrs improve afterwards ? 

The conditions improved greatly afterwards. The prisoners with our 
troops were treated welle The prisoners within our army sector, who were 
relatively few in numbers were taken care of in every respecte The best proof 
of this fact that the prisoners felt at home with our troops was that on the 


retreat they 4 ito2 with us, they did not escape hen possibility for 


kh متسه‎ 
escape was given to them and they even fouzht with us during pe ov 

I should now like to ask a fow questions concerning Muda hos) 
of Police, ve dem | ach, testified concerning the uprising in Warsaw the summer 
of 19k, that the aru authorities also were held responsible concerning the 
violations that occurred in Warsaw at thet time. Are you able to give any 


information on this question ? 


Warsaw was in the sector of my Army Group Center which I 


——— se 


commanded at that bime e 
Q Did you, as Command erwineChiLef of Army Group Center give any orders 
suppression of this uprising 


I tock over this Army Group on 16 August 1 oll and at this time the 


_—=— سیت 


the Warsaw uprising was already in full swing. Von dem Pach 
ie maar e EE 


was nct under the command of tho Army Group; thourh, as far as the battle in 


"d ee ee 


Warsaw was concerned; but he was uncer the immediate jurisdiction of the 


Reichsfuchrer=SS and he had received his orders from him concerning the 
۳ es 
suppression of this uprising e 
Did tho 9th Army also belong to your Army Group ? 
A 


Q What was tho missic- of his 9th Army in Warsaw ۶ 


1696 
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A The Nh Loup as WOll-ee- myself were especially interested in the 
۱ دی و‎ 


2۳ GER 
suporession of this revolt as far as the Army Group was concerned for the 


Russian attack was pressing on Warsaw fron the East an3 it was only a matter 


of time until the Russians would have reached the Weichsel near Warsaw. There- 


fore we had a special great interest in secing that the revolt or uprising in 


Warsaw "S suppressed as soon as pessible, As far as the battle situation in 


the remaining front admittód, I met von dem Dach in Warsaw, I had previously 


3 


been committed in "Warsaw. I 
سے‎ p TR 
سس‎ a e men تست‎ 


but as far as I was concerned that was not 


heard through tho 9th Army that atrocities had 


had no right to interfere here 


and I.would have interfered anyway, The SS Brigade Kaminsky, which 
سس‎ 

ans, was already being withdrawn from Warsaw because 

4 رو ل ت 

this brigade had comnitted the atrocities. Kaminsky and other leaders who had 


7۷ و 
Ad a hend in these atrocities were placed before a tribunal and‏ 


—— " 


1 entirely of Russi 


é 


shote The 


۰ 


suffering of the Warsaw refugees was being attented to in a really exemplary 


fashion by a camp that ha within the 


d been instituted 2th Army by the SS leader _ 


ship but with the help of the armye 


7 


tho Polish Red 


This camp was at any time accessible to 


Cross and to International Commissions who were present 60 


9th bat tle 


Army and I, therefore, only took action in the 1 Warsaw in so 
) > 3 0 





own position at the front allowed us to do so, 


SLE ONE AED 


rach in 


Y‏ ر“ رو Je ^ > ta‏ 1 و 
y early date tho western‏ 


because our forces had to 


this bank-of tho Weichsel, 


Q How did the fight for Warsaw 


conference that took 


A At 


Warsaw to, conduct his battle 
bank 


build a f 


. 
ace 1n 


That is we instructed 


in such a fashion that if possible 


0 Wei sl would fall into our 
position on 


ation or a defense 


end ? 


Warsaw between von dem Dach, my- 


self and leader of the 1 Divisiong we decided that the best way of ending 


this sould be to capitulate if only to save unnecessary deathse This decision 


was transmitted by von dem | ial authorities and by myself .to 


Superior, Guderians Soon afterwards a capitulation conference and nego- 


tiations were started, The negotiations for capitulation which were led by 


higher authorities were then sent to General | Jor, Signed by myself. At first 


General Nor unfortunately refused although he had been assured from the very 


berinning that all his insurgents would be treated as soldiers. ^ Then very soon 


afterwards the capitulation cid take place of the remaining insurgents and these 
sink aa 


of war under the 
ت تت‎ 
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insurgents were removed as prisoners 


ee‏ ت 


command of General 
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) In order not to creato any misunderstanding, does your tostimony 


concerning the Warsaw capitulation refer only to September 19h ? 


à I Jo not understand how you mean ? 


I mean that Warsaw capitulate’ once before, within the Polish Command, 


I just wanted to have it quite clear on the record that you refer 


only to 19hlhe. 
That is quite clear, 


Is it correct that General von dem “ach was riven the Knicht!s Cross 


Pach maintained hero, curing interrogation, that this decora- 
Is that corréct, 
not correct, Von Jem Dach!s decoration of the 


Knicht's Cross came as a complete surprise to me I neither handed in his 


E] ۰ 


for this decoration nor wa asked concerning it, 


in Warsaw the city was to be 


ReichsfuehrereSS to General 


El 


in this 
it that this 
it was to offer cover 
lestroyed in Warsaw was then deg- 
conmandos under the command of General von dem Bache I do 
that very much was de yed for very soon afterward the front had 


he Weichsel and Warsaw was in the rance of Russian 
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) al 1400 


DIRSCT لت دیا تیا‎ RESUMED, 


Dyr ete! TTWDiITIn 
Di Luxe Ls ادالات‎ 


" n s وروت‎ IET ۴ 8g Fe r 
The prosocuti 280 against tho Goneral Sta 


"D 


‘Nae : : 7 Ó j oe Ae i4 کو‎ 
affidovit 3 e wWlidavit signed by 


organization 


Ə 


cormand of tho 


wont tc Y you ^ skotch and 


ganizations tho sko of the } ost military leaders 


no 
لاا‎ c. 


truo what tho prosecution stat in its indict 


You were in two period 1 AC] thc ito academy 


tb correct? 
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xe E XC D Sáb. 
locoovod vneri'o 


in Borlin 


Bendlerstrassce 
ispesal were very ni. ted 1 primitiTe e 
that corroct? 
were limited just ce cverything i 


that correct? 


trainin 


- "mm 


necessary for a large arm n 1955, wo turn to the trai 
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A Yes ۰ 


Q From then on it devolopod protty woll, is that corroct? 


m a 


A Yese 


It was due to the changod political situation, is that corpoct? 


A YOS 6 


9 You have to thank tho Fuchror for that? 
pr Ara hast 
QA” Lh Yos, tho larger army» 


" 


2 
0 I would likoto know from you what differences you wolcomod most, 


what changese ZI between tho dates of 1927 to 1931 and 1933 to 1987, 


The enlargement of the army and equipment with modern WOAPONS و‎ 

What were the modern we cpons? 

Armored vehicles, heavy equipment and anti-tank artillery, 
ychologicslly speaking enti different? 


that army 


totally 
our woll 


Then lator on it was a joy to be a soldier, Is that correct? 


tos, I felt tho some way as every other officer tho need for a 
enlar:;onont of the army, 
Q That was not only your own personal fcoling, but also of your 
conrnudos? 


Yes ۰ 


You talked of it quite 
You spoko with many of your cam 


Asos 

Va t nfi: D a > 

“OU were a member of tho Schliefen society, 
A Yes, 


Q And the men of the Sohliofon Soci ety always stuck together ond 


l the same ideas, Were theso the same gentlemen that talked to you about 


We were comrades from the first World Ware We mot once a year on 


Schliefon's birthday and after this dinner we had a meetinge There was very 


little connection, 
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Q How many general staff officers in tho course of the years wont 


through your hands? 
A I had about twenty s tudonts every 0 There was not quite 
100 in tho four yoars, 
Q In other words you had about lOO students from 1935 to 1957? 
From 1927 to 1931 there wore not quite 100 studentse 
From 1933 to 1957? 
A I did not have any students at that timo. I was chicf of tho army 
training system and I only had my working staffe 
ou. know as chief of tho army training system how many hac that 
kine of training in tho four yoars? I mean the General Staff training. 
about the same cr JOON, 
Q There wor. more between 1935 and 1937 than thoro woro betweon 
1927 and 1931, How many moro? 
There were moi out lo nol w exactly how many morose I had 
nothing with this trainings 
say twice as mony or 50% 
y about 50% moro, but I do not know oxoactlye 
Wore theso officors: that wont to tho “Jar Academy ond rocoivod this 
training something special, which other officers were not? 
a selection of officers which later on showed thoy wore 
well selectod, according to character, training and gonoral attitude. 


The persons wore selected as to theircharacter, point of view, 


that correct? 


d you people had s:^^^^ ons hat correct? 
Yos, 
They were proud they reached their goal of taking general staff 
officers training? 


^ 


du Yose 


Q Am I correct wha I say a person was not olocted or named tothe 


general staff, but one was selootod or grew into it? 
A That is correct, 


m . 5 4 2 ۱ : H 
Q traditions, training andthe elite were the special order, 


1708 
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Yos, they were supposed to bo tho best officers of the year, 


The best officers from the ontire army? 


Q 


A Yos, 
Q Did you, as ono of the chiefs of the army training system, follow 


the career of your students? 


Yese 


naturally intorostod? 


n amount to something 


big majority? 


in y positions, correct? 


ovor 


staff positions, 


Yos, they were roprosontod in 
ions, they did not stay 


no National socialistic teaching ety 


to the officers at that 


ام 24 


«o not know because I did not have anything todo with the training 


But, you were in charge of the army training system, were you not? 


IOS, 


NA 4 ۰ " ۰ ۰ "T 
Did the party get in shat National Socialistic 


touch with youso 


teaching would be taught in the General Staff School in tho organizations 


under ? 


with the speeches that wo had before tho 


military acadomy lator on, 
۹ EM 
9 But you imew they w 
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heard somes 


Whom do you remomber for instance? Do you remornbor Ley or Goebbels? 


— 


I rononbor Gocbbelse I do not know Leye 
RS ie 


I don't lmow, 
۹ 


Whom else do 


I hato £4 Formation cor nine + 
l have no 1 -OMMatlon concerning t 


is spenki 


speeches in the Roichs Building which was held for the entire 
kkk س‎ 


^ Vv 4 $ nore : 3 > 
} your officers were in the Jondlorstrasso, 


1 4. 1 N - $^ f. 1 
quarcors of the German Army at Dondlorst asso? 


ET 


a 
LCie 


There was actually one speech a woek there, 
thero? 
farious men spoke thoro, 
Goering? 
Yes, 
Goebbels? 
Yes, ond Himmler, Hessand is. S 
Who was Mrs, Scholtzklink? 
The Reichs woman leader. 
Se ‘N 
Rosenberg? 
Sauckel? 
I don't know. 


Speer 





Tm -X lll Mil 


H0975-0117 


A No, 

Q Frick 7 

A I don't know, 
Whom of the prominent Nazi members do you remember ? 


I think I named them ail that I remember, 
Did these people tell you that the German army had to become more 
National Socislistic ? 
A That was not said in these 0 
Q They only wanted to bring the students close to the National Socialist 


movement, Is that correct ? 


A Everyone spoke in his scope of work concerninc the National Socialist 





goalse 


Q Did these people tell you it was necessary that the army and indivi tu 
groups should work together in order to build up a new Germany ? 

A Yes, it was said that we all had to work togethers 

Q To build up a better Germany ? 


"c 


OS و‎ 

Tu 

What at that timo did you understan l by greater Germany ? 
J » 


A To bring Germany out of the need it was in 1933, Its industry and its 
inner political formation accordine to the numbers, 
Q Because of its number and population of sixty millions, Germany was 
regarded to be too small, is that richt و‎ 
1 Yes 
/ ecu bao 
Q Where did these gentlemen say you should ret more land, you know there 


several theories ? 


A We wanted our colonies backe 


Was there not another scope of thought that you need more room in the 


Yes as far as the German areas in the east were concerned, we also 
them back, 

And something additional, is that correct ? 

I don't believe soe 

Did you say I don't believe و50‎ or I don't believe it و‎ 
I dontt know, 


Did you read the books of Rosenberg ? 


ETIL 
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À Noe 


Q Did you ever hear the theory of Lebensraum ? 

A Yes, I heard of ite 

Q What is the theory of Lebensraum ? 

A The enlargement of the area of the country according to the number of 


people and thus the people would be able to assist and feed themselves, 


Q Were you à follower of this theory ? 


A Yos, 
Q ny the way, did Streicher speak at one of the meetings ۶ 
No, I never heard Streicher, 
Q You were a follower of the Lebensraum theory. Did you believe that 
space coul? be gotten through peaceful negotiations ? 
å Yes, I believe! ite I also believed that we could get back our former 
German colonies, 
Q DiJ you really believe that the old German areas and colonies were 
h living space ? 
they were populated denselye 


You believed that it could be reached by discussions, did you not ? 


Q Did you believe if there was a strong army to back them up, the 


discussions could be carried out more effectively ? 


Q Then, I will ask the next question a little bit differently. When di^ 
you know that if the discussions could not be Jone peacefully, the Fuehrer was 


E PA : n = 
dy to use forces 


A From the time we started the war in Polani, not 000 

Q You did not believe that the Fuchrer acted accorcinz to the idea : If 

1۵11 با‎ want to do it peacefully, I will use force ? 

A No, I did not believe so, In fact, I admired him for the diplomatic 
gains he made in Austria and Czechoslovakia where we reached our goal without 
bLoodshede I already stated formally that we that lived through World War 1 
knew the strencth of our neighbors and did not consider a new war possible, 


Q You agreed with the Austrian and Sudetenland matters as they went off 
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without & battle ? 
A Yes. I made the occupation of the Sudetenland together with my troops 
and I locked at the great throngs of cheerinz people that met us, 
Q In other words you received more Lebensraum and you wanted it ? 
Yos, 
Q Now, I am coming to a different chapter, When did you realize for th 
first time that orders and directives from the Fuehrer were criminal ? 
A The first cirective from the Fuehrer which came to my attention and 
which I considered as such was the Commissar decree, 
Q When was that ? 
That was before the Russian campaizne. About ll days or three weeks 
before the campaicn started in the easte 


first criminal order with which the army hai any 


Yes, that was the first order which we had to do with directly. 

You know that و‎ Ssowcalled Frchrer gave out various other criminal 
orders before that ? 

I don't know what y 


concerning the Jewish question, 


When did you realize that the Jewish question an? the mistreatment of 
political prisoners was a criminal act ? 
A During the days of the anti-Jewish activities e fall of 1938. 
Q Was that the first sign ? 


That was for n e first open sign, 


Q Di? you hear of the mistreatments in concentration camps before 1938 


v 


and after ? 

No. 

Q In other words it started in 1938, Whe 

difference between the order on one hand and something higher than the order 
on the other hand. 

Right away when we received the Comrmissar decrece 

you never realize that one could refuse any criminal orders, 

according to the Reichs Military Law 6 ? 


I did refuse ite 





ducc ^ WM‏ با 


^ Hog 
Q Dut you never drew the final ccnsequence ? 


00 


A I forbade the carrying out of this Commissar order for my Sector, as 
I stated this morninge 

Q Dii you ever teach concerning the power of jurisdiction in tho Wili- 
tary Academy ? 

A Yese 

Q What did you yourself teach what is higher than the regular militcry 
order. 

A A military order is to be carried out, with the exception of the 


military order which requires you to act arains 


I cannot remember any special examples from the history. 
The book from Rosenberg ? 
The case of York von Wartenberg was discussed, who in a special po- 
Sition refused an orders 
Q Did you ever think of thesc . xtters later on in your career ? 
A More than 0 
Q Do you know of any other zeneral staff officers or hich officers tha+ 
remembered thines like that which they learned from you ? 
DR. LATERNSER ٩ I object to the question as the witness cannot say what 
other general staff officers thoucht.e 
CAPTAIN TUDRIDY ¢ He can state what they thoucht if he knows, 
Dit, LATERNSER ¢: The question was not put that way. 
DR, KEMPNER : What do you know from persons with whom you were in 
contact ? 

: The men and the chiefs of the various armies did discuss 
among each other the difficulty in givinz out the orters which we did not arrse 
upone 

CAPTAIN TUTRIDY ¢ It can be assumed that he knew what his associntes or 
persons with whom he was in close contact thouzht, 
Re KEMPNER : Whom for instance was in such a conflict of ideas and 


thoughts ? Who talked to you about it ? 


THE WITNESS : The Commanders in Chiefs of the army groups when we came 


together for liscussions e 
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: Please mention several names, 975- 
THE WITNESS ۶ General Henritz and at that time General Modele 
^Y DR. KEMPNER $ 
Q You discuss the orders with thema Am I correct in saying that some of 


the orders of Hitler were of a criminal nature ? 


A No, I am not speaking here of criminal law, but of military tactical 


orderse 


Q The Fuehrer very often interferred with you. Is that correct ? 





NE 
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Ae He very often ordered tnings which were not correct, accord 
opinion, 
Qe Would you state that you wovlc have had a better result in tnis war if 
the Fuehrer had not interferred constantly 
Ae Yess I very often was cf the opinion that it would have rone better. 
Qe That is all I have to ask but there are certain thin.s which we Cite 
Ssec this morning and one of my colleagues would like to ask a few ouestions, 
BY XR. CONWAYs 
Qe lam wrkins with Dr. Kempners!ofiice on the testimony of the witness 
for the Hizh Command, 
General, this mornin: whe 1 Wc 9010185817 : anti-partisan activities 
you told that you had par ted in these activities, but you did so only 
e military necessity required it. You had no part in ths exterminat? or 
of Slavs and Jews ? 
Ae that is correct, 
During the ccurse of your examination, you made the statement that you 


dic not see what interest "we had in the extermination of Slavs and Jews, is 


that correct ۶ 


said "we" am I to assume that you meant yourself ani other mi- 


litary leaders with whom you spcke ? 


e 


Ae I speak generally for ali soldiers from all ranks, 
You don't speak for Hitler ? 
No. 
You had plenty <f reason t^ ‘mow that Hitler and the politicians had 
interest in exterminatin:. Jews anc Slavs, did you not ? 
Ae I do not know of any reason and if there had been a y reason, I ۵ 
never have joined in it as I did not feel the same Nayo 
Qe The other day when you were discussing your feelincs with tespect te 
Hitler, when he first came to power, you said that you excused certain viola- 
tions on the grounds that it was irrelevante Is that correct ? 
Ae Yes, I explained some of these murders and massacres with the Revolutio 
however, I did not agree with thats 
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Qe I mizht understand that some of these excesses and violations to which 
you refer at that time involved Jows, did they not ? 
Yese 


Qe When Hitler came to power, do you recall that he attempted to make 


political use cf the Officer's Training School and had the students in that 


school to demonstrate in his favor ? 
"Ae Demonstrations to what extent ? 
Qe To go out and make public demonstrations of allegiance to Hitler, even 
though they were in the officers trainin hcl under an army command, 
That only concerned the warrant officers school in Munich at the begine 
of National Socialism in 1923, 
Did you consider that a political activity on the part of the military 
Ae Yes, it was the wrong act and I believe many of these warrant officers 
cid this since the name of Luddenflorf was connected with the Movement» 
was Ciscipline because of this and the action from a stand point of an 
was incorrecte 
Qe Are you familiar with the planning of the political activities during 
the rise of Hitler to power in 1933 of the Bavarian Division ? 
Ae No, I was not in Bavaria at that time and do not know it, 
Qe If I were to tell you that Field Marshall Von Rundstedt said that the 
Bavarian Division joined Hitler in 1933 and the Generals were angry over it, 
would you believe it ? 
A. I can imagine that they cid not like it. I do not know if it actually 
happened because we always wanted to remain non-political, 
Qe Were telephone wires intercepted before the war by the Nazi Party ? 
Ae No, I don't think soe 
Qe You feel that they were not ? 
Ae I believe yese 
Qe Would you have known if they were ? 
Ae I was commander in lurzourz, nothing like that happened to me, 
Qe If something like that cid happen, would you have complained tc the 
proper parties ? 


Ae Yes, if I would have found out something like thate 
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Qe Dic you not just a few moments aco toll Dr. Kempner that you were fami- 
liar with certain anti-Jew activities of the Nazi party in 1938 ? 

Ae I lived them in ۵ 

Qe You did have some reason to understenc what interest Hitler hac in ex- 
terminating Jews and Slavs durins the Russian campaizn ? 

Ae I always deplored such actions. 

Ge Anî you cic have certain incidents, which happened in Hitler's risc to 
power, which would leac you, as a military wan, to believe he would interfere 
in sufficient or subsequent time with the 

Ae No, he did not interfere with the rilltory circ] eS, startin with the 
war anc curing the Polish camrivrs, as far as I could see Hitl did not 
interfere at all in the military loacershipe ‘the first interfezrence from 


Hitler came during the French campaigne I wanted to advance toward Calais 


T 
anc. Dunquerke We had to st.p anû that was a big tactical mircake, 


Qe Please answer this "yes" or "no, Is it your contention that prior to 
the war anc even curinz the Polish Campaivn, there was no iscicaticn to you 
as a Genvral anc an intelligent men, to expect interferense in ii litary 
affairs and the execution of thuse by Hitler ? 
ics. 
You have testificd that if outsiders were killed arin: partisan acti- 
the responsibility for such deaths was with the partisans and not with 
the German troops ? 
Ae Yes, 
Qe You make no exceptions to that ? 
I co not knew of any exceptions fn my sector 
qe You have also told us that the population kw that they were bein: 
protected by you from the partisansg The exact prase you used was The 
people knew they wovld be protected against the »;rtisanse! Is that correct? 
Ae Yes, 
the people to which you refer are the peple who were friendly with the 
Germans ? 
Yes, 
You testified with tespect to the Pol‘sh uprising in 193l, in We 


Yes, 


1718 





۳ 


2l June-/B-3-la Mecham 0975- 


0125 


Qe I would like to clarify in rğ mina how extensive were the activities 
of your troops. Did you tell us that your trcops did not partici :.te at all? 
Ae No, not of cur army groupe The troops which were supposed to be used 
to put down this riot were iven to a commander directly from headquarters 
of the OKH throuzh the Reichsfuchrer SS. 

Q. Am I to understand by the Ccumanding General of the Police von dem 
Back Zelewski ? 

Ae Yes, General Bach-Zelewski was in charge of the battle in Poland direc- 
tly under the Reichsfuchrer SS, 

Qe I think you said that the personnel of the Warsaw insurgents constitu- 
tec quite: a military group ? 

Ae Yes, the Polish uprising consisted of seven to eight thousand Polish 
solcicrs,. 

Qe Nevertheless, you said that the troops that General Back-Zelewski hac 
at his disposal were given to him Cirectly from headquarters ? 

å. Yes from the OKH and from the Reichsfuchrer SS, 

Qe And the troops who came from OKH were not special Einsatzzruppen 
troops, were they ? 

A. No, they were nct Einsatzgruppen troops. They were only engineers and 
heavy artilery men, however, most of me} der Zelewski were police and 


SS formaticns, 
Qe These troops that came from OKH had they, to your knowledge, been espe- 


to General Zelewski to put down this uprising ? 
Special assiznnent, 
هد‎ Yes, they were brou:ht in from the cutside an^ Cirectly put uncer 
command of Gencr^l Zelewskie 
je The military situation with respect to your tr ps anc your combat with 
the russians at that time was quite urzent was it not ? 
at we were toxec alon the entire front of the army Tour 
You were quite interestin. ho-ins tho up-risin. kept Cown, were you not? 
Yes, we were very stronzly interested that this uprisin. was to be put 
down as fast as possible. 


ye You needed a certain territory that was bein held by these rebe 


cents in creer that you micht retain an^ use thom as fortifications 
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it. 1۳ This is actually an affidavit to which Dr. Laotorasor 
reforrod this morning, rather than roading from it ho paraphrazed ite 

Di. LiTERNSER: I did not speak of this docunont this morning e 
not evon 

iR. COWAY: I would liko to read to you from Affidavit l4, Offico 
of U,8, Chiof of Counsel, sworn bo by General von dom Bach Zelewski on 27 


November, 1945, I would liko to turn to page 2 and read from tho socond 


"© 


1 


paragraph, under section marked numorical 
"In 1948 I was appointed Chic D i units, a po 
for me and in which I was diroctly subordinated to Himmlor, lily functions 
involved close cooperatio ith tho Wehruacht and the use of Wehrmacht 
units, since S8 and police units would not have sufficed by thonsolvos, 
The conduct of an operation was always ontrustod to that arm = whethor 
SS or Police مه‎ which 
of tho operati 
force. Both participants howovor had 
same oxperionco with the result thet Schenkendorff and 
agroed in our reports to Himaler ond ME of tho Army." 
I now want 1 o Page $ of theoEnglish versionand read: 
"Hiorcovor tho fight against partisans was gradually used as m oxouso 
to carry out other measures, such as th exterminotion of Jows md 
Slavic peoples by some 300,000 
souls, (in ordor to cnsure 
terrorization of civilians by 
Chiof with whom I como in contact 
tance, Field Marshals von Weichs, von Kuchler, Boch and Kluge, Cole 


General Reinhardt and General Kit: e were as well aware ss I of the 


purposes and methods of tisan warfare 


I would like to have Jour statement as to whether or not General 


7 ; گس‎ !0 prami «arhas AF 23 
Zclewski is correct when the military men withwhom he co: operated, 


among them you, were familiar with tl al nature of partisan warfare. 
WITNESS: No, this opinion is wrong. I maintain the statomont 
only carried out this partisan wore 


we had end General Von dom Bach, 
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insofar as partisan warfare was concerned, novor worked with mo ct alle 


£ 
BY IR. COWAY: 
Q When you say that youonly carried it out insofar cs it n 
military necessity, you moan according to your knowlod:e within your area? 


I speak for mysolf ond my armorod army. Fo have no knowledge of 


how some of tho other Germans might or did carry out the Fuohror!s orders 


rospoct to ruthlosgó6xtorminction of 200100 I only heard here 


trial thet tho opinion prevailed that t! antiepartisan warfars Tas 


camouflage for the real point ond that is tho destruction of Jows and 
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Q I have here an affidavit i'oell, an^ again I have the Gorman and 


the English, and again I wish to reac .5 and ask that you read along with me, 


ploasoe I will skip tho first sontenoo and start at the second sentence. 


"Shortly before the beginning of the attack my division received 
through the channels from the OK. a written order of the Fuehrer, This order 
hat Russian Cormissars bo shot upon capture without judicial 

diately and ruthlessly, This order extended to all units of the 
western arny." 
My question is, General, I assume this is one of the orders to which 
you took exception, which you rofusec. to carry cut, and which you 0 
BY CAPTAIN TUBRIDZ: ۳ 
3 Did you receive such an order? 
INTERPRETER: Yes, I had 


VT 
id ALLY TESS ¢ 


commissar or^Cor to which I referrec 


fillensteoine 


your impression, General, that the 
ern Aray? Lot me start overs As for 


to all units of the Has torr 


don't know to what ext this order was distributede 
knew though it was applied to all of cur troops. As far as my 
divisions were concerned both of them received this order 
tinc were ordered by me not to carry; it out, 
But you told us this morning you did not carry it out, you used 
authority an order of Von Brauchisch that the disci; line cf the soldier 
was to be placed above evorythinge Au I correct or not? 

A. I don't know whether Gencral Von Brauchisch ordered it at ‘that 
timee I mentioned General Von Prauchisch's order this morning in respect to 
the failure concerning the civilian ;.,ulation, which was purely a 
disciplinary action, and as far as I remember I justified this ord 
own porsonal conviction that this order was not a proper orders 
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order was not proper, you, as a soldier, felt you 
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No, I knew nothin 

Do you mean to say 

I knew nothin. f the 
e know 
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Do you mean to say you con't remember the asicn cf Giciwitz. at th 
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A I do not know in cetail anything about tne tasks of the SD because 

as I have already testified tho SD adheres to strict socrocy., 
Didn't you suppose that the SD had the task to guard and keep an 
eye on the political attitude and opinion of the civilian population of these 


territorics? 


That was partly the task that the SD hade 
۰ 


You then said that you had keard concerning tho Gleivitz incident 
you had received your information through news channelse Does that 


4. + 
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to say that you learned of the js relationship and happening of the 


incident at that time, that i hat tae attack had been provoked by 


troops or did you believe, as was said, that it had been carried out 


& mistake ln translation. News channels does not mean 
or press, and we heard 


supposed to have happened at thet time that 


«ed z^ HERA T ی‎ PE ae ^Y ^ , E Ren PEE را‎ 
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any other Germ 
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Leningrad, do you know that any order was 1 by Hitler that 
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Noe 

Fieid Marshal Von Leebd has been interrogated 
Competent Commander in Chief at that time, and 
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About thirty hours of instruction as such por weoke 
Q That was the time taken up by this national socialist instfuction 
as you nonticned? 
one hour a week was assigned to such lectures, but these 


t 


lectures were of a gencral political nature and not only on national socialism, 


a 


"X 


J Can you mention any tppi t you remember that were treated 


in this instructi 


longer had anything to do with this 
2 - 


cannot give any topic. 
instruction tock only a relatively small place? 


À This instruction, as I have already mentioned curing my first 


interrogation here, would be only for the gene political information of the 
cers of the General Staff * 
In this connection, you also mentioned the lectures that wore held 
in Bentler Stree n answer to a question that Dre Kempner asked youe What 
lence listening to these lectures? 
CAPTAIN TUBRID¥Y: T think thet is immaterial. What difforence does 
Laternser? 
yuestion a vory 
important ono f ho Prosecution intends to prove the connection of the 
with politics, and wants to-draw the conclusion that these officers 


ally political genc and, therefor it is important for mo to 
ant at these Lecturcse 
| may go ahead but I think the proof is zette 
awfully fine at this 
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only officers of the General Staff wer 
officers, as well e mployees of the Ministry of War and 
the OMT in attendance a lectures was voluntarye 
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Q Would you say that these lectures made any special impression 


audience and that they dic not impro or influence their gencral att! 
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à These lectures usually were liked because members of tho party 


held lectures and also other people, for example, 


ors of the university. 
Q You were asked concerning the entry into the Sudetenland, whether 
ou did not have certain doi 
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ts concerning it as tho Sudetenland had not 


ly belonged to Germany, when this entry took place, did you also 
consider the fact that it 


being done with the approval of the Western 


ting a diplomatic 
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